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PRICES IN CANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES, 1940* 


i HE movement of prices as indicated by 

the official figures available for the 
various countries was in the main upward 
during the year continuing the advance which 
commenced with the outbreak of war. Whole- 
sale prices declined somewhat in Canada and 
the United States during the first half of the 
year but more than recovered the loss in the 
second half. In Great Britain there was an 
increase of about 23 per cent during the year, 
in Switzerland 22 per cent, New Zealand 12 per 
cent, South Africa 7 per cent, Canada 3 per 
cent and in the United States one per cent. 
In retail prices and the cost of living the 
advance in Great Britain during the year was 
about 12 per cent, New Zealand 5 per cent, 
Canada 4 per cent and the United States about 
one per cent. 


Movement of Retail Prices and Cost 
of Living in Canada During 1940 


The following statement on the movement 
of the new official index number of the cost 
of living for Canada is from a bulletin recently 
issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
Living Costs in Canada, 1940. 

“The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost of 
living index for Canada advanced from 103-8 
for December, 1939, to 108-0 for December, 
1940. This increase of 4 per cent was mainly 
concentrated in the latter half of the year 
when prices for clothing, home furnishings, 
foods, and coal showed appreciable advances. 

“The December, 1940, living cost index was 
7-1 per cent above the corresponding index 
for August, 1939, and materially above the 
minor peak of 102-9 recorded in November, 
1937. However, it remained far below levels 
of 1929 and 1930 when annual ‘average cost 
of living indexes were 121-7 and 120-8 re- 
spectively. Living costs in these years were 
representative of the period from 1922 to 1930. 

“A Dominion index of retail food prices 
advanced 4-2 per cent during 1940. This 
movement occurred between June and Decem- 
ber, following a slight decline in the first half 
of the year. The December, 1940, food price 
index of 109-1 compared with earlier indexes 
of 103-8 in June and 104-7 in December, 1939. 
Butter, eggs, and meats were mainly responsible 
for the rise in the food group. The autumn 
seasonal increase in egg prices was slightly 


* The Dominion Bureau of Statistics issues reports on 
prices with comprehensive figures, as follows: weekly, 
Index Numbers of Wholesale Prices (Canada); monthly, 
Prices and Price Indexes (Canada); quarterly, Price 
Movements in other Countries; annually, Prices and 
Price Indexes (Canada and other countries). 


16768—13 


greater than in 1939, and December, 1940, 
butter prices were about 8 per cent above 
corresponding 1939 levels. Late summer ad- 
vances in the retail price index for meats were 
partially cancelled by declines in the final 
three months, leaving the December, 1940, 
index for meats only 3:9 per cent above the 
corresponding December, 1939, index. One of 
the few important foods to record a net decline 
for 1940 was potatoes. A December, 1940, 
index for potatoes was 10:9 per cent lower 
than the December, 1939, figure. 

“Higher prices for coal and coke carried the 
Dominion index for fuel and lighting up from 
105-4 in December, 1939, to 108-5 in Decem- 
ber, 1940. This group index was one of the 
few which was not substantially lower in 
1940 than in 1929 and 1930. 

“A Dominion index for rents of wage-earner 
family dwellings increased moderately from 
104-4 at the end of 1939 to 107-7 at the end 
of 1940. Control of rentals in areas most 
affected by the war effort minimized variations 
in regional movements. 

“Clothing price increases in 1940 were sharper 
than those in any other principal budget group, 
and the December, 1940, index of 113-5 for 
clothing was 9-9 per cent above the correspond- 
ing index for December, 1939. Men’s clothing 
was more affected than other groups due to 
the greater importance of wool in its manu- 
facture. The advance in footwear prices was 
less than 5 per cent. 

“The broad group of home furnishings and 
services, including furniture, hardware, bedding, 
floor coverings, etc., advanced 6-3 per cent 
during 1940 which was a greater than average 
rise. Bedding and floor coverings recorded 
the sharpest increases in this group, but ad- 
vances in other sections were fairly general. 

“Miscellaneous living needs showed less 
change on the average, than other groups com- 
mented on above. The increase of less than 
one per cent in the miscellaneous index during 
1940 was influenced by higher costs for 
tobacco.” 

Table I gives the new official index for 
Canada on the base average prices in the 
period 1935 to 1939 as 100 issued by the Domin- 
ion Bureau of Statistics. Monthly and annual 
figures are given for the six years 1935 to 
1940 inclusive. Table II gives the index of the 
cost of living in Canada by years for the period 
1913 to 1940. For the period 1913 to 1934 
the former series, on the base average prices 
in 1926 as 100, was converted to the base 
average prices in the period 1935 to 1939 as 100. 


4 


TABLE I.—DOMINION BUREAU OF eee Reine NUMBERS OF COST OF LIVING IN CANADA 


Average prices in 1935-1939=100 


Fuel and : Home Miscel- 
Food Rent 2 Clothing Gort Total 
Month and Year Light Furnishings; laneous 
Index Index Fades Index Tadas Index Index 
1935 
TARUTT Ye ees eee eae oes 92-2 93-7 102-9 97-9 95-0 98-9 95-6 
Bebrusryeccs. ask eee arene 93-7 93-7 102-9 97-9 95-1 98-9 96-1 
March iain te aero et coerce eee 93-5 93-7 102-8 97-9 95-0 98-9 96-0 
iC gl aie on ag ea ener s Chae A Rae 92-7 93-7 102-9 97-9 95-0 98-9 95-8 
OBR Ors ae oo aorta 92-5 93-7 99-3 97:9 95-1 98-9 95-5 
UNO eee Gea ces otal cians wenn eee 92-5 93-7 98-8 97-8 95-1 98-9 95-4 
Jigen Me ok Re ee ae 93-5 93-7 98-8 97-8 95-0 98-7 95-7 
AUST St A ose Busi URINE: Sree ees 94-5 93-7 99-6 97-8 95-0 98-7 96-1 
eptember. eo ace ee ie 95-6 93-7 99-6 97-4 96-1 98-7 96-5 
CVAD BOD SET EG ae eke See 97-2 95-0 100-7 97-4 96-1 98-5 97-2 
Novemberranc a0 2h aodies seman 98-2 95-0 101-4 97-4 96-1 98-5 97-6 
Wecember stew kale ee 98-7 95-0 101-5 97-3 96-6 98-5 97-8 
saeco Laat Ee tee 94-6 94-0 100-9 97-6 95-4 98-7 96-2 
JANUBLV ie each cece eee eee 98-5 95-0 102-0 97-3 96-5 98-8 97-8 
Pebruany spy. hier. eee 97-6 95-0 102-2 97-3 96-4 99-1 97-6 
DV EST) oe eatin and At eer ee Ce ae se 97-1 95-0 102-6 98-5 97-1 99-1 97-7 
PARTING ir eerie pete ee TAe 94-6 95-0 102-3 98-5 97-1 99-2 96-9 
Mayan ct es Roa Reo hte es 94-7 96-3 102-3 98-5 97-0 99-2 97-2 
JUNO Saco eae eee eg Rie eae bees 94-8 96-3 100-7 99-5 97-2 99-2 97-2 
FLT eb cedar ea ck I ae 97-7 96-3 100-7 99-5 97-2 99-1 98-1 
AUS UG Giese c BYE EE ATS (Coos Eis oS 99-0 96-3 100-6 99-5 97-1 99-1 98-5 
September cera te seis ea nore 99-6 96-3 101-0 99-5 97-3 99-1 98-7 
October eee eee ee 99-5 97-2 101-2 99-5 97-3 99-0 98-9 
INowembers con tote eee ook 100-1 97-2 101-4 99-5 97-3 99-0 99-1 
WMecemberaicc tes oo ee 100-0 97-2 101-4 100-0 98-5 99-1 99-2 
Year.. ee ae 97-8 96-1 101-5 99-3 97-2 99-1 98-1 
JANUATY vee see ees emer 100-3 97-2 99-9 100-0 98-9 99-6 99-4 
Hebruaryicd. ues sates eee aon. 100-4 97-2 100-0 100-0 98-8 99-8 99-4 
Marah mcd duteaghtn cae ae 99-9 97-2 99-9 100-4 100-4 99-8 99-5 
LADY eens vent ac sire aYohabs state sn elics tyes 100-6 97-2 99-9 100-4 100-5 99-9 99-7 
Mays Seen ioc Airs dvetenaee Meee eee 101-4 100-3 99-4 100-4 100-5 99-9 100-5 
SUNG ee oe, URE a cat ose Rarars cot 101-8 100-3 97-3 101-6 102-1 100-0 100-8 
A RY ices a A AP OA 8 ra i 103-7 100-3 97-2 101-6 102-1 100-3 101-5 
Awan ty Pees wet! tae Se ie: 105-6 100-3 97-9 101-6 102-1 100-3 102-1 
Septembereyo%5o:c tice se ele cele 105-7 100-3 97-9 101-8 103-1 100-3 102-3 
OCtODErA ere conan nae 106-5 102-1 98-7 101-8 103-1 100-3 102-9 
Wovemberiin ccc. 2 ha de sieeoees 106-4 102-1 99-0 101-8 103-0 100-3 102-9 
December... fh uct ae 105-6 102-1 99-6 101-8 103-0 100-2 102-6 
sn a are 103-2 99-9 98-9 101-4 101-5 160-1 101-2 
JANUBTY ba eh eect tere 104-4 102-1 98-1 101-8 103-1 101-2 102-4 
CDTUATY oe co ern tare eee 103-9 102-1 98-1 101-8 103-1 101-2 102-3 
Marchi sig cay oth ecnvcdl onc Oates eee 105-7 102-1 98-4 101-3 102-9 101-2 102-8 
Aprile eens Set ee en eee 105-9 102-1 98-4 101-3 102-8 101-2 102-8 
May 2 Ree eines cee ee oss 103-6 103-8 97-9 101-3 102-8 101-2 102-4 
PUNE eset late dere ee te et, Bem ae 104-1 103-8 96-8 101-3 102-3 101-2 102-4 
ATG oo Se Seen eR Fi Rarer ame 104-7 103-8 96-7 101-3 102-3 101-2 102-6 
AUEUBt er ee ieee coe ce 106-2 103-8 96-9 101-3 102-3 101-3 103-1 
September”. .2. ce. fy getters * 103-1 103-8 97-1 100-8 101-9 101-3 102-1 
Octoberstote ck ncwienec eee 102-0 103-4 97-6 100-8 101-9 101-2 101-7 
November!) 40 2h: chores 101-5 103-4 98-0 100-8 101-9 101-2 101-5 
December :.3.0 2. See 100-5 103-4 98-0 100-2 101-7 101-2 101-1 
ra page aCe hrt * peel 103-8 103-1 97-7 100-9 102-4 101-2 102-2 
Janu Aryisee see Oe oe oe eee 99-9 103-4 101-0 100-2 101-7 101-1 101-1 
Mebruaryrceai ce oe ee eee 98-7 103-4 101-0 100-2 101-7 101-1 100-7 
Marchi e nee ken eee 98-5 103-4 100-4 99-9 101-2 101-1 100-6 
April ce Vatpseh as sent oe a) eves ep ey 98-3 103-4 100-4 99-9 101-1 101-4 100-6 
AY ye Ne he eta ae ee eee 98-2 103-8 100-2 99-9 101-1 101-4 100-6 
TUNET E.R ae A Oe eee: 98-1 103-8 99-8 100-1 101-0 101-3 100-5 
UY BRL: enced ee a coat 99-0 103-8 99-3 100-1 100-9 101-3 100-8 
AU SUSt: ete ae Nee oc 99-3 103-8 99-0 100-1 100-9 101-3 100-8 
Septembers..c ch iiaeoss cote. ee 99-4 103-8 98-9 99-6 100-8 101-3 100-8 
OGCtCODEr Acs eee oe anne 106-3 104-4 104-4 99-6 101-0 101-7 103-5 
Novembersterecn von ree ae 107-1 104-4 105-3 99-6 101-0 101-9 103-8 
Mecembprts.. ie tin. Mee ok 104:7 104-4 105-4 103-3 104-1 102-0 103-8 
nies wearer Sa 100-6 103-8 161-2 100-7 101-4 101-4 101-5 
TARUB EI. PS Ite 104°5 104-4 105-5 103-3 104-3 101-8 103-8 
MEDruary © ceo tc hare tA cone en 104-5 104-4 105-8 103-3 104-3 101-9 103-8 
NAT CHOPe aoe state. etic ace rae 104-8 104-4 105-7 107-8 105-9 101-9 104-6 
ADU SG Ae es SES 104-8 104-4 105-9 107-8 106-1 101-8 104-6 
RYE cicrcrcie trate ayn stots cisresisbelcret Gove 104-4 106-9 106-1 107°8 106-2 101-8 104-9 
MUNG Seas eect treats. a cele ers 8 cleo area 103-8 106-9 106-0 109-1 106-5 101-8 104-9 
Gulyesr Ga he PRE. Ree 105-3 106-9 107-9 109-1 106-9 102-2 105-6 
VAMBUBU TE Ac cemee stipe uate s cana irate 105-4 106-9 108-4 109-1 106-9 103-0 105-9 
DOplember es. t aoe t ee eae ee 105-4 106-9 108-5 112-4 108-9 102-8 106-4 
OWCtOober. Gree A ES 106: 107-7 108-0 113-5 109-7 102-8 107-0 
Novem bonus. dis daik ote enone 108-7 107-7 108-5 113-5 110-0 102-8 107-8 
WECOnVPOL an cet ccc ets 109-1 107-7 108-5 113-5 110-7 102-8 108-0 
ears. 4 os.) 4 See wk 105-6 106-3 107-1 109-2 107-2 102-3 105-6 


For the period 1913 to 1934 the former series on the base 1926=100 was converted to the base 1935-1939=100. See table II 
for the figures by years 1913-1940. 


TABLE II.—_DOMINION BUREAU OF See NUMBERS OF THE COST OF LIVINGIN CANADA 


Fuel 
oe Food Rent and Clothing Home Miscel- Total 
Ligh : Furnishings} laneous 
OS MRR ees cla e tiis « Tan Oboe 88-3 74-3 76-9 88-0 70:3 79-7 
Aa aesiciat eaten Kot sted. es. 91-9 72-1 75-4 88-9 70°38 80-0 
NOW Dane eS cut at ck. oad ele 92-7 69-9 73°8 96-8 70-9 81-6 
Jie pt aes eS Oo eee ee 103-3 70°6 75: 110:8 74-5 88-3 
DOLE « Paine ted eiiceetae eh ent. Kes 133-3 75-8 83-8 130-3 81-5 104°5 
NOLS rec ate rcs Reichs... Sei Boe tere, : 152-8 80-2 92-2 152-3 91-4 118-3 
LGLG). Sagesah RAE. ARR Comoran the os 163-3 87-6 100-7 175-1 101-2 130-0 
LOZO ai.trae setae oo re epee TREO te oe 188-1 100-2 119-9 213-1 110-3 150°5 
LUA Copan ene fon eee ae. Ceci eee soe 143-9 109-2 127-6 123-4 112-5 132°5 
TODD aR USED iidias ois coerced Red etre 121-9 113-7 122-2 147-0 112-5 121-3 
A Dey Meade lk Ae ay Stee ee 122-8 116°6 122-2 145-1 111-7 121-7 
ISD Ait AGE setts ae ene Ok Nee ee aia, eae 120-9 117-4 119-2 141-7 109-6 119-5 
LODO aie oq ARR Pets cheek. hake 126:3 117-4 116-8 141-3 107-5 120-6 
LO Gee Pane cat sein attra scenes cvaeic 133-3 115-9 116-8 139-1 106-1 121-8 
1927. 130-8 114-5 114-4 135-6 105-1 119-9 
NOS Ee: HRCA ATEN 3.5 Ted Tele op teen POR. hes 131-5 117-3 113-2 135-5 104-8 120-5 
LOO oso add chic eerarcie tives se. 134-7 119-7 112-6 134°8 105-0 121-7 
iM SL cn eee SSR See AE ee aes ere 131-5 122-7 111-8 130-6 105-4 120-8 
LODUIAR 3). 0AM cE PF RRIET A. Nee RE 103-1 119-4 110-0 114-3 103-3 109-1 
OAR a aon eich, Sak sores Ocere se 85-7 109-7 106-8 100-6 100-4 99-0 
MODE seer et ce ae ae 84:9 98-6 102-5 93-3 98-2 94-4 
LOGMRTS “STMEY EO RMON chkcled das 92-7 93-2 102-1 97-1 97-8 95-6 
LOS OS SA EG nee ee Pn” Loe 94-6 94-0 100-9 97-6 95-4 98-7 96-2 
TDS Oree sia ee ate es ee ewes 97-8 96-1 101-5 99-3 97-2 99-1 98-1 
ODE Sere. SHER Mea (ee, Sunt 103-2 99-7 98-9 101-4 101-5 100-1 101-2 
1D Rie ies eee HRA ME act 103-8 103-1 97-7 100-9 102-4 101-1 102-2 
ie aaNet cdo Aah reeea Onee Aleem cae 100-6 103-8 101-2 100-7 101-4 101-4 101-5 
AAO hicks. RES. tobRaedee Oa ak 105-6 106°3 107-1 109-2 107-2 102-3 105-6 


Average prices in 1935-1939=100 


For the period 1918 to 1934 the former series on the base 1926=100 was converted to the base 1935-1939 = 100. 


Retail Commodity Prices 


The retail price of beef averaged higher in 
1940 than in the previous year. The price of 
sirloin steak in December, 1940, was 29-9 
cents per pound as compared with 27-6 in De- 
cember, 1939. The marketing of cattle was 
at a higher level than in the preceding year 
and prices also were considerably higher. 
The marketing of hogs was much higher in 
1940 than in the previous year and the prices 
were somewhat lower. Exports of bacon to 
Great Britain were increased in 1940 over those 
for 19389 and a further increase was indicated 
as a result of a new agreement reached in 
October, 1940, though the prices agreed upon 
were lower. The retail price of fresh leg of 
pork averaged 23-2 cents per pound for 1940 
and 23-7 cents for 1939. The price of breakfast 
bacon was 29-6 cents per pound and 30°6 cents 
respectively for the same years. Lard declined 
gradually during the year from 26 cents in 
December, 1939, to 21 cents at the end of 1940. 

Egg prices were considerably higher in 
November and December, 1940, than for the 
same period in 1939 but differences were not 
great in the other months. Shipments to 
Great Britain were in greater volume than in 
the preceding year. The price of milk was 
unchanged from January to October at an 
average price of 11 cents per quart but in- 
creased fractionally in November when in- 
creases were reported from several cities. 

The production of creamery butter during 
1940 was somewhat less than in the preceding 


year and with the increased consumption stocks 
in storage at the beginning of 1941 were about 
20 per cent lower than at the beginning of 
1940. The price at the beginning of December, 
1940, was 34:9 cents per pound as compared 
with 26-4 cents in July, 32-7 cents for Decem- 
ber, 1939, and 26-1 cents in July, 1939. By 
an order of the Wartime Prices and Trade 
Board effective December 27 (Lasour GAZETTE, 
January, 1941, page 5) the maximum wholesale 
price of butter of any quality or grade was 
fixed at the wholesale price prevailing in each 
locality for that quality or grade on Decem- 
ber 12. The maximum price was expected to 
apply until toward the end of the winter 
season when the situation would be reviewed. 


The price of cheese was at a relatively low 
level before the outbreak of war at 21-5 cents 
per pound at the beginning of August and 
September, 1939. By March, 1940, the price 
had risen to 26:5 cents since when there was 
a gradual decline to 23-4 cents in December. 
Exports to Great Britain were in greater 
volume and production increased considerably 
over that for 1939. 


The price of bread was unchanged in the 
average from March to December, 1940, fol- 
lowing a slight advance at the beginning of 
the year from an average of 6-5 cents per 
pound during the last seven months of 1939. 
The price of flour changed little during the year 
at prices slightly higher than in the autumn 
of 1939. The average for 1940 was 3:5 cents 
per pound as compared with 3-1 cents in 1939. 
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When an increase in bread prices was 
threatened following the imposition of a pro- 
cessing tax on wheat of 15 cents per bushel 
equivalent to 70 cents per barrel of flour for 
domestic consumption the Wartime Prices and 
Trade Board, effective August 7, ordered “that 
the maximum prices of flour and bread would 
be in the case of bread the prices prevailing 
on July 23, prior to the imposition of the tax 
and in the case of flour the prices of that date 
plus 35 cents per barrel.” (Lasour GAZETTE, 
August, 1940, page 756.) The order, in the 
nature of a standstill order to protect the 
consumers while the effect of the tax was being 
studied, was rescinded on September 6 (Lasour 
GazeTTE, September, 1940, page 889) when 
after investigation the Board found that the 
average profits indicated from milling flour for 
domestic consumption were less than the 
amount of the levy imposed by the order. As 
the price of the flour with the tax included 
was no higher than during the first four months 
of the year the Board could see no justification 
on that account for an increase in the price 
of bread. 

The only change during the year in the 
price of sugar was an advance in the Dominion 
average from 7:1 cents per pound to 7:5 cents 
after May 1 following an advance of 35 cents 
per 100 pounds in the wholesale price due to 
an increase in the basic price paid to pro- 
ducers through the Canadian Sugar Adminis- 
trator and the United Kingdom Sugar Con- 
troller. 


The 1940 potato crop was reported to be 
about 12 per cent greater than in 1939 when 
the total was somewhat below normal. Some 
decline in prices was recorded in the autumn 
of 1940 when the new crop was marketed. 
The Dominion average price in December, 
1940, was $1.40 per 100 pounds as compared 


with $1.90 to $1.95 from March to June and 
$1.64 in December, 1939. 

The price of United States anthracite coal 
advanced from an average price of $14.07 per 
ton at the outbreak of war to $14.90 by Decem- 
ber, 1939. Little change in the average was 
recorded during the first five months of 1940. 
By the beginning of July the price had 
advanced to $15.50 per ton and by December 
was $15.76. Factors in the advance since the 
outbreak of war were the premium on United 
States funds, higher prices at the mines and 
the war exchange tax of 10 per cent on imports 
from non-empire countries. The price of 
coke rose from $12.18 per ton in the average 
for January to $12.73 for December. 

Rent for workingmen’s houses rose in a 
number of localities particularly those into 
which there was a movement of people due 
to increased military, industrial, or other 
activity arising chiefly out of the war. The 
powers of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board 
were extended by an Order in Council dated 
September 11, to include control over rentals 
(Lasour Gazette, September, 1940, page 889). 
The Board was empowered to fix maximum 
rentals and to appoint local committees in 
designated areas to investigate and adjudicate 
upon local complaints as to housing and 
rentals. On September 24 the Board ordered 
that rental rates in effect in certain designated 
areas on January 2, 1940, be maximum, 
(Lasour GAZETTE, October, 1940, page 995). 
This order affecting 15 localities on October 1 
was extended later to six additional areas. The 
localities in the list for which rental figures 
are published in the Lasour Gazerte affected 
by the original order are, Sydney, New 
Glasgow, Halifax, Thetford Mines, Ottawa, 
Kingston, Windsor, Brandon, Vancouver, 
Victoria and by later order New Westminster, 
Nanaimo and Prince Rupert. 


Cost of Living Index for Canada 


In September, 1940, the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics commenced publication of a new 
official index number of the cost of living 
for Canada on the base of average prices in 
the period 1935 to 1939 as 100 in a bulletin 
“An Official Cost of Living Index for Canada”. 
A short description of the index with sum- 
mary tables was published in the Lasour 
Gazette for October, 1940, in a special article. 
Publication of the new index has been con- 
tinued each month since. The figures as to 
the weighting system are now available in 
detail. 

This index constructed by the Bureau in 
consultation with the Department of Labour 
and the Wartime Prices and Trade Board 
replaces that on the base of prices in 1926 as 
100 formerly published by the Bureau and 


that published by the Department of Labour 
on the base 1913 as 100. 

The latter index based to some extent on 
the weekly cost of a list of staple foods, fuel, 
and rent entering into a family budget for 
which figures were published since 1911, was 
constructed to represent approximately the 
changes in all items including clothing and 
sundries, as well as food, fuel and rent, pend- 
ing a cost of living survey from the results of 
which a complete system of weighting could 
be made. It was designed to show changes in 
the cost of living for workingmen. The cost of 
living index of the Dominion Bureau of Sta- 
tistics, on the base of prices in 1926 as 100, 
was to measure the general movement of 
retail prices and the cost of living in the 
Dominion as a whole and for comparison with 


other general index numbers such as the index 
for wholesale prices. 

The cost of living survey forming the basis 
of the new index number covered the expendi- 
ture of 1,439 families of wage earners and 
low salaried workers with earnings between 
$450 and $2.500 in the year ended September, 
1938, except in the case of foods for which 
group, the budget quantities were computed 
from weekly records of expenditure secured 
at certain times in 1938 and 1939. A survey 
of this kind had been urged upon the Govern- 
ment by labour and other organizations and 
was in conformity with a recommendation of 
the Conference of British Commonwealth 
Statisticians, held at Ottawa in 1935, that 
surveys should be made in each country of 
the Commonwealth where a cost of living 
enquiry had not been conducted in recent 
years. This action was also in accordance 
with a resolution of a Conference of Official 
Labour Statisticians called by the International 
Labour Office at Geneva in 1925. | 

The new index number is constructed by 
calculating the cost in terms of the prices at 
the beginning of each month of a list of com- 
modities and services using quantities for 
each item proportionate to the average annual 
consumption per family ascertained in the cost 
of living survey. For each group of com- 
modities the list includes a number of repre- 
sentative staple articles in common use for 
which reliable and comparative prices can be 
obtained regularly. Goods which are not avail- 
able every month cannot be included in a 
calculation designed to show monthly changes, 
and some lines of seasonal goods, especially 
in fruits and vegetables, are therefore neces- 
sarily excluded. The list used must, therefore, 
in as far as is possible, include articles which 
show at least the general trend of the prices 
of the goods not included. It is comparatively 
easy to construct a budget of family expen- 
diture representing all varieties: of goods avail- 
able at any particular date or season in the 
year and to compare the cost with that on 
the same date in a previous year but such an 
extensive budget, including seasonal goods, 
cannot be made comparable from month to 
month or even at quarterly or half-yearly 
intervals. 


Procedure in Establishing Index Budget 


The following paragraphs as to the purpose 
of the index and the procedure adopted in 
establishing the budget used as a basis for its 
calculation are from a bulletin issued by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics Living Costs wn 
Canada, 1940. 

“This new index of living costs has been 
designed to provide an official record of move- 
ments in the general cost of living of urban 
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wage-earner families in Canada. The budget 
upon which it is based remains unchanged from 
month to month and year to year, taking no 
account of fluctuations in income levels due 
to changes in wages and direct taxation. How- 
ever, it reflects movements in sales taxes which 
affect the cost of items in the budget. It is the 
purpose of the index to measure changes in 
the cost of maintaining a constant budget 
over a considerable period of time. 

“The cost of living index budget has been 
established from expenditure records secured 
especially for this purpose in 1938. The 
Bureau made every effort to ensure that the 
family expenditure records collected in 1938 
came from families which were typical. Before 
the records were obtained a careful study of 
1931 census data was made to discover the 
main characteristics of typical urban families. 
The results of that study led the Bureau to 
concentrate upon securing expenditure records 
from families satisfying the following con- 
ditions: 

1. Husband and wife living in the home 
as joint heads, with from one to five 
‘children. 

2. Self-supporting during the survey year, 
with family earnings ranging from $450 
to $2,500 during that period. 

3. Living in self-contained dwelling units, 
not sharing either kitchen or bathroom 
facilities with other families. 


“A special preliminary canvass of 12 cities 
chosen for the 1938 survey was made to locate 
families meeting the above requirements. Ap- 
proximately 50,000 homes were visited in this 
preliminary stage of the survey, and from the 
returns sent in by the field staff, the Bureau 
sorted out the families which were satisfactory 
according to the criteria noted above. From 
this list a random group of families was 
approached for complete annual records of 
income and expenditure. Each family pro- 
vided a detailed account of expenditures in 
the year ending September, 1938, and in addi- 
tion kept a journal of individual food pur- 
chases in three separate weeks, the first in 
October—November, 1938, the second in Febru- 
ary, 1939, and the final one in June, 1939. 
The food index budget quantities were com- 
puted from these weekly records. The cities 
included in the 1938 survey were Charlotte- 
town, Halifax, Saint John, Quebec, Montreal, 
Ottawa, Toronto, London, Winnipeg, Saska- 
toon, Edmonton, and Vancouver. 

“The 1,439 families for which records were 
collected, averaged 4-6 persons, and the ma- 
jority had two or three children. Family 
earnings in many cases were supplemented by 
other small sources of income, and total family 
incomes between $1,200 and $1,600 were the 
most common. There were approximately two 
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tenant families to every home-owning family, 
and about one family in three operated a 
motor car. The general distribution of living 
expenditures for these families which repre- 
sented all the principal racial groups in Canada 
was as follows: 

URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILY ANNUAL LIVING 

EXPEN 


DITURES 
(Year ending September 30, 1938) 


Expenditure | Percentage 
Budget Group ‘Averages Distribution 
$ 
HOOGM iets, Gee’ os, etre oes 443-0 31-3 
Shelterss seo ne ene 269-5 19-1 
Kuekand Wigh tens: .oje.iia «ote. 90:5 6-4 
Clothinges etme oe eriee 165-8 11:7 
Home Furnishings............. 125-7 8-9 
Miscellaneous...........0.cus.. 319-4 22-6 
15 ery bt PaMea eae ay ye aed tee 60-8 4:3 
Personal’ Care... 3...:5..... 23-9 1-7 
Transportation............ 79-3 5-6 
ReCreationuw, «ase eneee 82-1 5:8 
Life Insurance............. 73°3 5-2 
LOCA are ye 1,413-9* 100-0 


* Directly represented in the index. Other miscellaneous 
outlay brought total family living expenditure to $1,453-8. 


“In selecting a new period to replace 1926, 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics had to con- 
sider many types of indexes other than those 
for prices. Employment, industrial production, 
and car loadings were some of the series in- 
volved, and it was difficult to find a recent 
12-month period which would provide a gener- 
ally satisfactory reference level. For both 
prices and industrial production the years 
1935-9 offered a period of rise and fall which 
tended to minimize differences in the base 
levels of various series relative to earlier 
periods. Although prices in the last four 
months of 1939 were affected by the outbreak 
of war, neither prices nor industrial activity 
reacted sufficiently in that interval to affect 
a five-year average materially. The years 
1935-9 provide a base which is representative 
of pre-war conditions, and at the same time 
give a reference level for comparison with 
average conditions obtaining subsequent to 
recovery from the depression from 1929 to 
1933. The 1935-1939 period had previously 
been selected by the United States Central 
Statistical Board for the calculation of revised 
index numbers for the United States. 


Composition and Construction of Group 
Indexes 


The index for the food group is calculated 
from the prices of 46 items secured in reports 
for the beginning of each month from about 
1,600 grocers and butchers in 69 cities, both 
chain and independent stores being represented. 
The Dominion average price for each of the 
46 items is multiplied by its appropriate quan- 


tity as shown by the survey and the aggregate 
of these products is divided by the correspond- 
ing aggregate for the base period. 


It is stated that there are two tenant wage- 
earner families for each home-owning wage- 
earner family and the index is made on the 
assumption that housing costs generally are 
reflected in rental trends. Enquiries of rental 
agents are made in May and October in 61 
cities as to the rates for workingmen’s dwell- 
ings, houses, flats and apartments. An index 
for each of these three types of dwellings is 
made and these are combined in the proportion 
of 70 for houses, 15 for flats and 15 for apart- 
ments to give the group index. These pro- 
portions of course would vary from city to 
city. For example in Montreal flats are more 
numerous than other types of dwelling and 
in Toronto houses are the predominant. type. 


The index for the fuel and the light group 
is calculated similarly to that for rent, from 
data secured each month, an index being made 
for each of three types of fuel, coal, coke and 
gas as well as for electricity. Wood is not 
included, tests computing fuel indexes with 
and without wood showed only slight differ- 
ences even though it is an important fuel in 
some localities. Account is taken of the differ- 
ent kinds of coal in different areas, the Mari- 
time Provinces burning chiefiy Nova Scotia 
coal, Quebec and Ontario mainly British and 
United States anthracite, the Prairie Provinces 
mainly Alberta coal and British Columbia its 
own bituminous coal. Account is also taken 
of the amount of each of the fuels and elec- 
tricity which is typical of consumption in each 
area. The index for coal is made from data 
from 58 cities; the coke index from 26 cities 
in Ontario and Quebec; the gas index 16 cities 
in all parts of the Dominion; and the index 
for electricity includes data from 109 urban 
communities in Canada. The indexes for each 
of the four items are combined to produce 
the index for the group by giving coal a weight 
of 42 per cent, coke 11 per cent, gas 14 per cent’ 
and electricity 33 per cent. 


In the clothing index there are 31 items of 
men’s and women’s wear as well as piece goods 
selected to reflect changes in clothing prices 
and to represent the basic materials used in 
clothing in about the same proportions as they 
would appear in a complete clothing budget. 
Some of the items chosen form only a small 
part of a complete clothing budget but are 
useful in measuring the trend of clothing 
prices because of their standard manufacture. 
Some items of considerable importance are 
omitted such as children’s clothing and certain 
items of adult wear owing to difficulties of 
securing continuity in prices due to changes 
in quality and style. The Bureau has reduced 
its clothing list, having ascertained by tests 
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TABLE III—WEIGHTS USED TO CALCULATE DOMINION COST OF LIVING INDEX 


Sub- 
Commodity group Group 
Weights Weight Weight 
Weekly 
A. FOOD .. 28 Rs | Se a ee Quantities ae 31 
ie Chain Stores .... . RaW A ae Ne Ue ea oI Ue oe es ae aA 1 R 
2. Independent Stores . .. 2 
Dairy Products 
AE a ls < ae sts wah Pa, eee eee wate ac fee 10:5 qts. 
UL LOd ia kiko Oak et ee SOR hc SG ee ee ok 2°8 Ibs.. 
CNGCabe.” 1 ae ae ee a Seale ao. oat, so toe 0-4.“ 
TO GGS. rac bee 1°4 doz. 
Meats and Fish 
Sirloin Steak . 0:5 lbs. 
Round Steak . 0-9 * 
Rolled Rib Roast . st ae 
Blade Roast . 1 ill plan a 
Stewing ack r-6" 
Veale’. . 1-0-. “ 
Lamb . Pe V oa s 3 ease <s 
Pork: fresh hin. fe a ies 5 as as 
Pork, fresh shoulder .. .. I Ki cma 
Bacon .. eee to Ps oN paid eae 
Canned Salmon, ‘Tb. tin See St 0-2 tins 
Hinnanek eddie’ (© 2.6.6 383d. 0-1 lbs 
Vegetable Shortening . ee ots ol 
Lard .. . ? Oz" 
Cereals 
Bread... at 8 TOs. He 
Flour E 9-9 « 
Rice . Ae $a Bae Gran 
Rolled Oats .. oe, Tht ee OPBs* 
Corn Flakes, 8 oz. pk. “ie ae eer eee 1-3 pkgs 
Dry Groceries 
Granulated Sugar .. 4-2 lbs. 
Yellow eases 5 See 0-6 ers 
ERG a seen renee 2 5 ae Os Gast 
Coffee .. hia dows goer sik ale) ERO 9 Oak OrshL& 
Cocoa, 1b. Cro ee ea SR 0-2 tins 
aloes. teehee Meh, 3 et 0°5 lbs. 
Vegetables 
Pears titel ects +. 0s, 6 su.08 0 Deets 
Onionse. aceite Deeeld co. 0-8. ff 
Potatoes .. he hs ae 0-8 pks. 
Canned Tomatoes, OF ae nr. 0-6 tins 
Canned Peas, 16 oz. 0:7. #4 
Canned Corn, PPOs 0%, «0 OP 4a 
Canned Beans, 16 oz... .. Oy Diane 
Fruits 
Toisiise os. Sak 0:2 lbs 
CMPPAGUS: +2.) 3.0m. HEM Pia 
PPUNESAS. SOR sa 1 a 
Strawberry JOU se cccaee OBS 
Marmalade .. .. tog eh eiees VHS: 5 C1 
Canned Peaches, 16 oz. Sarat Be oy alee eee 0-2 tins 
Come eerip, oa, etree aa Ree ee 0:04 “ 
Bananas .. .. ae 1-2 Ibs. 
Lemons . oa eas 0-1 doz. 
GT ONES Fee Sal Ae: 6 ose) G F srl aes 
Tiousca he os aed ER op Se an Ts Cr Oe ot SOE 70 a 
Ree IS Wie i De ee te te. ah ee, eh See 1 ene 15 
A Merimenis sino) tomes 54 Vcutee + . concen ag sks age 15 
SAN ges dan ile Pee Ace ee ee ee he 6 
Coal . bas ee ee a ee, 8 Ne Ee ee? Le Ree eee 42 ao 
Coke 11 
Gas.. PARAP Mir HERG 8 14 
Electricity aE VSS 8S. 5 33 
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TABLE III—WEIGHTS USED TO CALCULATE DOMINION COST OF LIVING INDEX— 


Continued 
Sub- 
Commodity group Group 
Weights Weight Weight 
Annual 
replacement 
allowances 
D. CLOTHING oo ee ef e8 © ©8 08 08 #8 © 88 ©2 @8 @ ee ee e0 © e8 28 ee 12 


M Gn’ 8 W C08 ce ine eR CEES 6 Ee ee a ee ee 41 
Top GOatees. 5 tetec cS a alae) bisa Selen eee tate 
SUL R eee ere a Aes a lens Lucan cote 
Sweaters ... 


Underwear, Athletic eR CR iif PPE rar ie 
Balbriggan Combinations >.-<. «s Semmens 
Underwear, Met: by) bie y eas a sles omnee 
Payamiae). iia oes ot 
Sires, WOr eee) (Os ce Gas oo eens 
Shirts, broadcloth Seco es SEO Aiea, «settee 
Women’s Wear.. 
PROPS (Od Us > erate 6 Se oc cyleeceec, @ 
House-Dress .. .6 6s 2. 65s 
Slips Tay Othe. ee loss) Sie dis oes Coes 
TOsTENY, BUG: SRL Geeks ay ocis' os ike +s eee 
ostery;awoolten ort. .c ee us + tae gteaete 
Vests, rayon . 
Bloomers, rayon. 
BlOOMCPE CHOON as ics seh so ce LS eee 
Nightgown, cotton Siege tate. ciate a. Ls «ei emo e 
ie ee FAVOR Wis extents 
Smock : 
Piece Goods .- 
Cotton Dress ‘Print . 
Wools: <3". 
Flannel.. 
Celanese or Rayon Material. 
Flannelette .. .. . ¥ 
Footwear .... ats SARS FIR, 
Men’s Work Boots .. aks 
Wlen’s Ox torda tn, hc. ni seumap se 3s te pee ete 
Mein 6 -RUDDEPS ES os: cms ate at aya ou ee eres 
Women’s Shoes . ee aa ~ 
E. HOUSE FURNISHINGS AND ) SERVICES — ie BUSS RESK ee eRe ees See 9 
Furniture... ota, texan. Bid Meee Sete tee 33 ae 


oO 
<< 
oO 
bar) 
ro) 
— 
ed 
mM 
HrOnooo: 


— 


wmowone’ wNooorocw- CHORE WONnrosd, Nene 
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SAIS! SINWS N®RNSSSSSOAAM ASSSOSUCOHOM 


Dining Room Suite, 9 pc.. ep Realy ia a ging. hah 
Bedroom Suite, ge Dnaae | be Metco e te 
Kitchen Table .. .. . ; 
Kitehen:Chairstsy cise. . Wee. Pie. + he Pena 
Studio. Couchs. Posi. sais ces Fed ees 
Bed Springs .. .... 


0: 
0: 
0: 
0: 
Q- 
Mattress .c., fee toe). Fee 0:16 
Floor Coverings ... Ae rg: 
Axminster Rug, x12’. pia st oh Lae eels 0:04 a 
Congoleum Bue? 9 x ae A re or 0-15 aes 
Linoleum .. . va 1-70 sq. yds Res 
Furnishings .. oy Rea, nea 15 
Sheets, 81” x 100” . . ; 8 ae 1:0 ate 
Towels, cotton terry, 92” x 44” | ay aA 3°0 «s 
Blankets, all wool, 6-8 pee ee x 90” oe ee 0:5 Cs 
Table Oil Cloths.. : y 0-4 yds. Sy: 
Hardware .. Pe aa sale 3 
Frying pan, steel, No. 9 5: 0:2 ae 
Frying pan, iron .. 0-1 ° 
Saucepan, aluminum, pss qts.. 0:25 ie 
Saucepan, enamel, 2- 3 qts.. 0°25 on 
Garbage can, galvanized, | 15 x IT 0:25 Ps 
Kitchen Broom .. .. 1-0 a 
Dishes and Glassware .. Beko 8 hss 2 d 
SEC "ODN S OG Ki onto. baie sie Mere 0-1 Re : 
G Bags Timbers secu «estes Baas econ & eee 2-0 23 ; 
CLOUnARG BURBS so. ceo nea: 2 naa J. cp sacstcibe acgataiia hale ie ee “7. : 
Laundry Soap... De oy Mae tilt eh A 24 bars Bs 
Lux (ine, other flakes) . SN. 5 cate Dene 24 pkgs. 
Dutelyt Cleanser sc). We ae nao oe oa se ee 9 cartons 
Chloride of Lime .. 6. 0... +. «- Ns eben ag az 
Laundry ...... Oe oT ah eae vo Ge igcaehe elaine leis = ee 6 
os eR I veoh Cae he NO GG) TCRCANBCHGR. Gan cm Goneerae 4 
Men’s Shirts. . Reece 


Telephones... ics ce- x ee peer Rea ee eee ra 15 
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TABLE IJI—WEIGHTS USED TO CALCULATE DOMINION COST OF LIVING INDEX— 


Concluded 
Sub- 
Commodity Per group Group 
Weights Cent Weight Weight 
F. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS . rice? yas 
1. Health ... SOS. CNH 17 I 
Annual] 
replacement 
allowances 
(a) Medicines .. Bo ee rs) 
Aspirin Tablets, “box of 12. 1-3 
Epsom Salts, 1 pound, . 0:7, 
Boracie Acid, 2 oz.. +. poe 0°3 
Tincture of Iodine, 1 oz... .. 0-7 
Zine Ointment, 1 oz. . ae) A 0-7 
Scott’s Emulsion, large bottle oe 1-3 
(b) Hospital Charges .. .. . ge ae ee. 1, 
Semi-private Room. 1 ea 
Public Ward Bed . 1 - 
(c) Doctors’ Fees. i io eee Beers 42 
Office Consultation. . Aa er fel F we 
Ordinary Day Visit .... ae eometric 
Ordinary Confinement .. heen ie 
(d) Dentists’ Fees .... 18 
Amalgam Filling . 
Porcelain Filling . 
Gold filling . Geometric 
Upper and Lower Dentures. . average 
Ordinary Extraction. . 
Prophylaxis. . 
2. Personal Care . Bont, GLEN T Rt cokes . a 9 
Annual 
replacement 
allowances 
(a) Personal Cleaning Bupples Seton: Lo Ree tee oe 58 
Talcum, tins .. . ears 1°3 
Tooth Paste, tubes. 21-7 
Tooth Brush , tei. Wel 8-7 
Shaving Stick.. .. . 279 
Toilet Soap, pais. . oe? 
Vaseline, jar. 1:3 
Razor Blades, packages of 5.. 13-1 
(b) Barbers’ Fees .... Se 2 PDT nl: MRE ch ae. 
Haircut ren Bliss gE ee Bee ‘ Geometric 
have! ots he pap tie ae average 
3. Transportation. .. : 3 is 26 
(a) Motor Operating Costs f coe 67 ae 
Gasoline .. .. My eee 42 
Tires and Tubes .... .. Roe ae 6 
Repairs and Maintenance... .. 9 
Preences!so) Meee IE, 8 
Depreciation .. 35 
(Oia Paves ta:imadet wok. 5s . 4 
(c) Street Car Fares .... 29 ee 
4. Recreation eS ee Pee ee i. 26 
(a) Theatre ‘Admissions .. AME a alt, Oe Dae 23 =e 
(b) Newspaper Costs ....... 22 
(c) Magazine Costs .. . é 
(d) bonpeno Coser. «ae va glee. GREE wl 14D 
Vege ee ep Ree as : 
Ciparebres fa Orel ae.” °°) Veeegenptonias 
Cut Tobacco.. . & 
5. Life Insurance , 22 


that. 31 accurate price series will measure the 
trend of clothing prices better than a large 
list including items which fluctuate widely in 
price due to style and seasonal factors. There 
are four sub-groups and an index is made for 
each from the sum of the products obtained 
by multiplying the current price average for 
each item by its budget quantity and dividing 
this sum by the corresponding aggregate for 
the base period. These sub-groups are com- 
16768—24 


bined in the proportion of 41 per cent for 
men’s wear, 36 per cent for women’s wear, 
4 per cent for piece goods and 19 per cent for 
footwear to give the index for the group. 
Clothing prices are secured monthly chiefly 
from department stores in eleven cities. 

The home furnishings and services group is 
made up of eight sub-groups including laundry 
and telephone services with six sub-groups 
of home furnishing items. The prices of the 


12 


home furnishings items are secured monthly 
mainly from department stores in eleven 
cities. Laundry and telephone rates are 
secured from 23 cities the former annually and 
the latter monthly. A comparatively small 
number of carefully selected furnishing items 
is included in the index which adequately 
represent the entire group. The method of 
calculating the index is similar to that for 
clothing. 

Five sub-groups, health maintenance, per- 
sonal care, transportation, recreation and life 
insurance are included in the miscellaneous 
group. Certain other items of expenditure 
such as church contributions, bank savings, 
charity, etc. are not represented but in the 
1938 survey these amounted to only about 
three per cent of the average wage-earner 
family living expenditure. Statistics for most 
of the items in the group are collected from 
23 of the larger cities chosen to give adequate 
regional representation. In view of the 
stability of fees for doctors, dentists and 
hospitals these records are collected only at 
annual intervals and medical supplies quart- 
erly. 

Table III gives the items in detail used in 
the index together with the weights. The 
following paragraph as to the weighting sys- 
tem is from the report issued by the Bureau: 

“There are two stages in the calculation 
of each of the six principal group indexes from 
which the composite number is calculated. 
In the first stage, the general procedure is to 
multiply current price averages by budget 
quantities. These products are added together 
and the resultant aggregate divided by a corre- 
sponding base period aggregate. The resultant 
number is multiplied by 100-:0 to secure a 
sub-group index for the current period. This 
index is then multiplied by a sub-group weight 
indicative of the cost of goods in this sub- 
group relative to all goods in the group. 
When all sub-groups have been weighted 
similarly, the group index is found by adding 
up this second set of products and dividing 
by 100-0. This routine is repeated to secure 
the final composite cost of living index. The 
second and third stages of weighing are made 
necessary by the fact that it is not feasible 
to include all items in the family budget.” 


Food Index Numbers for Certain Cities in 
Canada 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has 
recently issued a bulletin City Index Numbers 
of Retail Food Prices 1935 to 1940 and these 
are given in the accompanying table IIIA. 
The list of foods used in the calculation is the 
same for all cities being that used in the 
calculation of the index for the food group 
for the Dominion as a whole. The quantities 
of the various foods shown in Table IIIB, 
vary from city to city reflecting differences 


in the purchases of wage-earner families in 
each of the eight cities as shown by the cost 
of living survey 19388 and 1939. Complete 
cost of living indexes for each of these cities 
will be published when available. 


Wholesale Prices in Canada, 1940 


The accompanying table IV _ gives the 
wholesale prices of certain important com- 
modities, while tables V, VI, and VII show 
the index number of wholesale prices in Can- 
ada calculated by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, the commodities being arranged 
according to “chief component materials” 
in table V, “purpose” in table VI and 
“origin” in table VII. 


This index moved within relatively narrow 
limits during 1940 the low point being 81-6 
reached in June and the high 84:2 reached 
in December. The upward movement follow- 
ing the outbreak of war in September, 1939, 
was continued during the first quarter of 1940 
but by June, 1940, the index had declined to 
about the same level as in December, 1939. 
From June to the end of the year the index 
advanced month by month being about three 
per cent higher in December, 1940, than in 
December, 1939, and about sixteen per cent 
higher than in August, 19389. The advance in 
the index following the opening of hostilities 
was due mainly to increases in the prices of 
a few commodities namely; grains, milled 
products, sugar, butter, cheese, fresh meats, 
textiles, pulp, newsprint, non-ferrous metals, 
scrap iron and steel and the subsequent decline 
was most pronounced in the prices of certain 
farm products mainly grains, milled products, 
hides, butter and cheese. The increase since 
June, 1940, was due mainly to higher prices 
for live stock, hides, butter, eggs, raw textiles, 
lumber, raw rubber, and paint materials. 
Raw and partly manufactured goods advanced 
2-7 per cent during the year and 21:3 per 
cent since August, 1939. Fully and chiefly 
manufactured goods advanced 2-6 per cent 
and 14-3 per cent in the same comparison. In 
the classification according to chief component 
materials, increases ranged from 3:1 per cent 
for the Fibres, Textiles and Textile Products 
Group to 7:3 per cent for the Wood, Wood 
Products and Paper Group. The Vegetable 
Products group was the only group to decline 
being down 1:7 per cent. In a bulletin, Price 
Movements in 1940, issued by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, it was stated that the 
increase during the year reflected new taxation 
on imports for non-war purposes, and a pro- 
cessing tax of 15 cents per bushel on wheat 
milled for domestic consumption while “in 
addition an 11 per cent exchange premium 
had obtained on all import settlements in 
terms of New York funds or related cur- 
rencies since September, 1939.” 
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TABLE IIIA.-DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL FOOD PRICES FOR 


EIGHT CITIES IN CANADA, 1935-1940 
Average prices in 1935-1939=100 
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TABLE IIIB.—WEIGHTS FOR RETAIL PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF FOODS FOR SPECIFIED CITIES 


(Average purchases per week for family of 4-6 persons) 


—. : : P see Edmon- Van- 

Unit Halifax |SaintJohn| Montreal | Toronto | Winnipeg |Saskatoon rc Poaceae 

Mie eee nie atte oie wants at. 9-2 10-4 9-8 10-4 12-3 11-7 11-4 10-9 
BULLE ee itis ee oe cee lb. 2-4 2-7 2-8 2-6 2-9 3-0 3-0 3-0 
GCHEGSOS eck tere a eee lb. -2 +2 3 5 “4 3) 4 “5 
LON g Sere Ae BB on 5.3, See doz. 1-4 1-3 1-3 1-4 1-7 1-6 1-7 1-8 
Sirloin steak. .ccer. «.'- <ote lb. “4 4 5 5 +5 5 6 “5 
RROUNG Steak eee eo. sels lb. “7 8 “9 9 1-0 -9 1-1 9 
Rolled rib roast.......... lb. 6 7 “7 ‘7 8 7 -9 “7 
Blade roast......... ee Ib. 1:0 1-0 1-1 1-1 1-2 1-1 1-3 1-1 
Stewing beef............. lb. 8 -9 1-0 1-0 1-0 1-0 1-2 1-0 
SV Gall Ween ec eerne eres lb. 2 5 1-6 5 The: ie 9 7 
OS 11) o hee mrs AIRAR Seen « lb. 8 5 “5 7 5 -4 4 8 
Pork, fresh loins.......... Ib. 1-1 1-3 2-3 1-0 8 +5 7 -7 
Pork, fresh shoulder...... lb. 8 8 1-5 -§ “5 -3 4 “4 
BACON: Ae). ) aoe apes ke lb. “7 6 5 Q 7 7 i 7 
Canned.salmon........... Ib. tin “1 at 2 2 2 2 1 “1 
WAT ch. chee eee Ib. “1 +2 3 “1 2 2 4 -2 
Vegetable shortening..... Ib. -7 +9 6 6 1-0 6 5 -7 
Hinnan haddie.csnccn.- ook lb. +2 “1 -1 1 -1 -1 -l “J 
Bread s.as nae seen cee lb. 9-0 10-1 12-8 11-9 13-1 10-5 10-6 10-9 
ET OUUT o23. Chen, by Sem mere ere erate lb. 3-6 4-8 2-2 2-5 4-3 4-1 3-4 4-2 
TRICO neers hy ccatncttee eae lb. “1 “1 “4 -2 +2 “1 2 2 
ollied-oatseousmcusmeatt lb. 6 7 “4 “4 8 7 8 -7 
Corn fakesh.c. sess 8 oz. pkg 1-4 1:8 1-0 1-8 a) 1-5 1-1 1-1 
Granulated sugar......... lb. 4-4 4-7 4-1 3-8 5-4 4-7 5-4 4-8 
Yellow Sugai sos: ei. oar ae lb. ‘7 1-2 “4 -7 8 6 5 5 
THEA ecicikls HOSE ere lb. 4 “4 3 5 4 -4 4 5 
Coes 55 eee oe nck: lb. “1 -2 3 19) as +3 2 2 2 
CObOa cask oe ee 4 Ib. tin “1 2 “1 2 2 2 2 2 
Balti cicss shee ee lb. 5 “7 “5 “4 6 “4 4 “5 
Beans; Gry se: dep ose ce lb. +3 4 2 2 “1 “1 1 “1 
COMIONS Bosh aeetete We alaiss ate Ib. -7 -9 8 1-0 “7 5 if 9 
Potatoes! Ae ek os: pk. 9 1-0 1-0 8 8 -7 8 -8 
Canned tomatoes......... #’s tin 3 “4 -9 4 4 5 6 4 
Canned peas............0. 16 oz. tin 7 7 5 9 8 +7 is 6 
Canned corm, ne 16 oz. tin 3 3 4 “4 4 4 4 3 
Canned beans../......... 16 oz. tin 9 -7 6 “4 “5 4 5 4 
DUSISING Soe 8. Se cee ee ee lb. +2 2 “1 2 3 2 2 2 
Curvants)6 o.oo Lees lb. “1 “1 “1 -1 “1 “1 1 +] 
IPMUNES, ft; Porat etetenc oeniae lb. 1 “1 +1 “1 “1 +1 1 +1 
IBananis. 3 sees ss cite lb. 9 6 1-4 1-3 1-0 1-1 6 oi Ne 
OFAN OS 2.2. fovea doz. 6 5 -7 8 1-0 9 8 “9 
WSGMONSs. ete ee Pi meee doz. +1 -1 +1 “1 +1 “1 1 “1 
Strawberry jam.......... Ib. “1 “1 5 6 7 +8 vf 7 
Marmalade. 2... 2... 20a. lb. “1 -I “1 “1 +1 +1 ui “1 
Canned peaches.......... 16 oz. tin 3 2 -1 3 +2 +1 y, +2 
@ormisyrilpesc2 nek eae ae 5 lb. tin «1 +1 “1 “1 +1 | 1 “1 
o 

TABLE IV.—WHOLESALE PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES, 1929-1940 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

ope -, | Dec. | Dec. | Dec. | Dec. } Dec. aie -, | Dec |Dec. | Dec. | Dec. | Dec. 
Commodities | Unit | j909 | 1939 | 1937 | 1939 | 1940 | Commodities | Unit | ‘t999 | 4939 | 1937 | 1939 | 1940 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Oats cc: fh oeeree bush.| 0-634] 0-210] 0-495) 0-388] 0-333] Cotton, raw.......... lb. | 0-183} 0-082} 0-102} 0-140] 0-139 
Wiheat...ciccheck atin s. bush.| 1-378] 0-424] 1-374] 0-824] 0-734] Cotton yarns......... Ib. | 0-357] 0-210} 0-260} 0-313] 0-293 
HlOUb chaste streets brl. | 8-600} 4-400} 7-800) 6-004) 5-850] Wool, raw........... lb. | 0-240] 0-090} 0-235] 0-270) 0-310 
Sugar, granulated....| cwt. | 5-270] 4-180} 5-085) 5-560) 5-893) Pulp, groundwood...} ton |29-470]19-650/26-081130-461/32-948 
Rubber, raw........ lb. | 0-161) 0-038} 0-152) 0-225) 0-255|| Pig-iron, malleable..| ton |22-000)19-000) 23 - 500) 23 -500)23 -500 
Cattle, good steers..| cwt. | 9-630) 4-100} 7-050] 7-340) 8-630] Steel bars............ 1001b.} 2-400} 2-250} 2-700) 2-550} 2-550 
Hogs; baconsa..2 26. ewt. |11-940} 3-970) 8-320} 8-940} 8-168] Copper............... ewt. |19-750| 7-021}/10-614)11-150}11-500 
Hides, beef.......... lb. | 0-145] 0-048] 0-140) 0-155] 0-155|] Lead................ cwt. | 6-500) 3-386] 4-402] 4-760! 5-000 
Butter, creamery....| Ib. | 0-430} 0-238! 0-314) 0-292) 0-358] Spelter............... cwt. | 6-000) 3-971] 4-298) 4-760} 5-150 
C@heese. bees es lb. | 0-280] 0-180} 0-180] 0-230) 0-228)) Coal, anthracite..... ton |13-470}13-328]10-350]10-717)11-889 
Eggs, fresh.......... doz. | 0-678) 0-406} 0-354} 0-339] 0-365] Coal, Nova Scotia...| ton | 6-000} 5-250) 5-250} 5-500} 5-500 
Gasoline. ..1 ce. cet gal. | 0-195} 0-180} 0-160] 0-155) 0-165 
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TABLE V.—DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS WEIGHTED INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES 
IN CANADA, BY GROUPS, ACCORDING TO CHIEF COMPONENT MATERIALS, 1913-1940 


(Average Prices in 1926=100) 


I II III IV V VI Vil VIII 
: Fibres, Wood, Non- Non- : All 
Groups Wasotabls oa Textiles Wood Tron Ferrous | Metallic sa pagaet Commo- 
bie yieear en their and Products| and its | Metals | Minerals Aled dities 
Products Textile and Products | and their | and their P a 
Products| Paper Products | Products | * TOCUC 


SL | | | | | | 


Number {1913-1925.... 67 50 28 21 26 15 16 13 236 
1926-1933.... 124 74 60 44 39 15 73 73 502 
Commodities| 1934-1938. ... 135 76 85 49 44 18 83 77 567 
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TABLE VI.--DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS WEIGHTED INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES 
IN CANADA, BY GROUPS, ACCORDING TO “PURPOSE”’, 1913-1940 


(Average Prices in 1926=100) 


I. Consumers’ Goods II. Producers’ Goods 
Producers’ Materials 
Groups thd ¥en ae 
everages ucers’ uilding 
All and Other All equip- All and Manu- 
tobacco ment construc- | facturers 
tion 
1913-1925.... 98 74 24 146 15 131 32 99 
Number of commodities; 1926-1933.... 204 116 88 351 22 329 97 232 
1934-1938.... 236 126 110 402 24 378 111 267 
8 f 
0 51 
x “4 
2 7 4 
“1 ‘6 : 
-0 :3 
: 9 8 : 
al 8 8 : 
9 | 23 7 
9 2 8 7 
a7 2 -6 -9 
2 4 4 6 
0 “7 .9 -9 
-0 0 -0 -0 
7 4 as ot 
6 ‘6 7 4 
7 0 | -0 
3 -j 5 8 
2 4 eH 9 
3 siz v4 2 
re 8 * 3 
“1 57 .8 5 
6 4 55 a) 
“7 vi 4 4 
5 2 ait 4 
2 Al 5.8 1 
9 .9 4 7 
4 3 8 2 
Maral 983 55cRe 08. oxi. RS eee 69-3 59-8 75°7 59-5 87-1 56-4 75-1 53-2 
Junewe 9835. 2 PAs. o3cteeeee oe 70-4 63°9 74-8 64-6 84-8 62-4 78-9 59-6 
Sep tye Ossie Ba Meccce tere boos 72°7 65-7 77-3 65-6 85-6 63-4 80-8 60-4 
Deckal 033 § ee. 01-2 < tate! oe oe 73°3 67-4 77-3 64-3 87-2 61-8 80-6 58-6 
Marmelog4 bg ht. :..cckrct tees ee ee 75-9 72-8 78-0 67-1 87-9 64-8 82-2 61-8 
SUNMORRLOSA EH Peccisvete or Meeaee «toes Mee 74-1 69-7 77-1 68-8 89-2 66°5 83-9 63-6 
Depry lOSAy. .. Pickwick dees clot bees 73°9 69°6 76°7 68-9 89-5 66:6 82-7 63-9 
WSC G1934 FMR necks. dots eee. soe 72:9 67-9 76-2 68-3 89-6 65-9 81-4 63-3 
Marys 5B tia ctcl trates ee ee 73°6 70-1 75-9 69-1 89-7 66-8 81-1 64-4 
JUNO Pol 935 Feit 2 eavdaaer.. eet): Oe 72°7 68-6 75°5 69-3 89-9 67-0 81-0 64-6 
SIS) Dic: LRRD bien See ee 2 A 73°4 71-0 75-0 70-1 89-8 67-9 81-2 65-6 
DSCAR OZ OR CER oben ge oe wt ee 74-4 72-5 75°6 69-4 90-1 67-1 82-1 64-5 
Mar mglO3G.s Be Bika cscatia Reason oto ee 73°8 70°8 75°8 69-3 90-3 67-0 84-2 64-1 
VURORSLOSO) PR 8 AU as Aske 73°7 71-2 75°4 68-5 90-0 66-1 84-8 62-9 
SepteelosG rs ache oc och. erin cites eee 75+5 75°6 75+5 75-4 89-7 73°8 86-0 71-7 
Decor 9368 c.f dk SS 76°9 77°4 76-5 80-4 91-8 79-1 88-0 77-6 
Marspl03 7h 8.00 sb Re oe eee 78°3 79-4 77°5 88-8 91-9 88-4 97-3 86-9 
Juneped 937 bess bce ode eee 79°5 80-3 79-0 85-8 94-3 84-9 96-4 83-0 
Septeglo37)..Sskk. Fee ee 80:3 82-1 79-1 85-9 94-5 84-9 94-3 83-3 
Decsalos7§) S08 bake. o aes eae 79-1 80-3 78:3 82-7 94-2 81-4 91-7 79-6 
Mareel038 SiR oor eee En eee 79-0 81-2 77°6 82-5 94-5 81-2 91-0 79°5 
Junegal 938) see... ib ee... den eee 77-4 78-1 76°9 78-6 95-5 76-7 89-0 74-6 
Septewl9SS teem. oe boa Meee ree nee 76:0 74:3 77-2 68-7 95-5 65-7 87-8 62-0 
DeceosstS Bikes oct. . Ree ks oe 76-0 75-0 76°7 68-4 95-2 65-4 89-1 61-4 
Mareel9390 Wet. : hc Seek ae eee 74-1 72-2 75°4 68-1 94-9 65°1 87-4 61-3 
JU CRELIS OR. eR Oe eee 3 Ste 73°7 71-9 74-9 68-1 94-9 65-1 88-5 61-1 
DSepiesl9304 aie. eG 77-2 77-0 77-4 74-2 95-7 71:8 91-8 68-4 
WSCSE1989 bo BBS, ..s:0 Re rece aes eee 81:3 79-0 82-9 77-9 96-6 75°8 94-2 72-7 
Janel O40 Ege... 5k ORO a Se 82-3 79-6 84-1 79-0 96-6 77-0 94-0 74-1 
Febastl 940 Rt ia. 2 Seer ee ee 82-7 79-6 84-8 79+1 96-6 77-2 94-0 74-4 
Mar. LO4LO Rae... CR ee 83-0 79-6 85-2 80°0 96-6 78-1 94-7 75-3 
Arilal 9408s cake ccc cde ol eee 82-4 78-7 84:8 80-4 96-6 78-6 95-1 75-8 
Byal 9407 vee. oe eee 82-0 77-9 84-7 78°9 100-3 76-5 95-3 73°3 
Junersl940 Poel ee. AR OR ee 82-3 78:3 84-9 77°3 100-4 74-7 95-2 71-2 
Julyenl 940 hee... ee ee Oe ee 83-4 79-0 86-4 77-6 102-2 74-9 96-0 71:3 
ATE LOLOL Ake...) ee a ee ee 83-7 78-2 87-3 78-0 102-0 75-3 97-4 71-5 
Septet 9400: hae. cae ee ee 84-1 78°8 87-6 78-3 102-2 75°6 97-9 71:8 
Octsel040t ee! ob aie ee aN 84-2 79-4 87-4 78°3 102-2 75-6 98-2 71-8 
INQvapLO40 Rite. «ie. I sre 84-9 81-1 87-4 78°9 102-1 76:3 98-5 72°5 
Decagl940!}). Rete. 5. RO. ee 85-2 81-8 87-5 79-3 102-2 76-7 98-3 73-0 
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TABLE VII—DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS WEIGHTED INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE 
PRICES IN CANADA, BY GROUPS, ACCORDING TO “ORIGIN”, 1913-1940 


(Average Prices in 1926=100) 


Raw and |Fully and I. Farm (domestic and 
partly chiefly foreign) II Til IV 


Groups manu- manu- |——_—_—__—__—_—_—______| Marine | Forest | Mineral 
factured | factured Field Animal {Canadian 

1913-1925.... 107 129 87 53 36 8 21 67 
Number of Commodities; 1926-1933. ... 232 276 167 90 59 16 52 183 

1934-1988.... 245 322 186 105 70 16 57 203 
HOU oe Nee eben a aa a ck, 63-8 64-8 59-2 70-1 64-1 65:9 60-1 67-9 
1 et hea aioe ile ha tira re aes lhe 66-2 65-6 65-2 70-7 70-2 63-9 58-4 64-9 
iad Ee APES AE KLOET Ea E ROM EE AL Ie doe ae 72-5 71-1 75-6 (Bye 77-9 65-0 56-1 68-9 
WONG Eee hy oe aL 8 ot Pa 86-4 84-6 87-6 86-1 89-8 69-8 61-8 85-5 
MMR ets co ke Rete ek eee 113-6 113-5 124-5 112-5 128-5 87-2 76-9 107-7 
Sees Oe CARRE Dx BROT a RIA Faris SPE Sc 120:8 127-7 134-7 129-0 132-6 111-7 89-7 115-2 
DOG Series Aiea Ml mer ict vorcbancwer tic thext ene Menorca: 130°-3 132-1 142-5 142-6 146-7 115-8 107-9 114-3 
OR ore Ue ig eis ais ee 154-1 156-5 176-4 146-0 160-6 114-1 151-3 134-6 
LOO Tenet . Seat ee Tee ae. hVelR. Fuels 107-2 116-1 106-6 108-2 103-7 91-2 136-9 117-8 
TAS soe ee IMO Oe Cee ae 94-7 100-4 91-2 95-9 88-0 91-7 106-8 106-4 
ARAL Me eae, Meee meee, SAE BP 91-1 103-1 93-1 95-7 81-5 85-4 112-8 106-6 
1G A ee ee ete heres eins nea eae Oe 94-8 101-9 96-6 90-9 88-1 92-9 107-6 104-6 
1 Se Pee erie sik c Shc Sn Biv on Mw eae 100°8 103-8 104-0 100-5 101-0 97-8 103-3 101-7 
Cee RU Secs a os Gee A hae ee ee Oo 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-9 100-0 100-0 100-0 
Ope. yee: Mees Gas de ncn ere 99-9 96:5 97-9 100-5 102-1 100-2 98-3 94-6 
INE RA SHC 5 Sedlannr Sith a Oe Rone i. Oa aan rita Pie F 97-4 95-0 92-2 105-1 100-7 100-6 98-6 91-5 
HOLG WNE Steet Cake ee. thd RETA. PEN 97-5 93-0 90-1 105-5 100-8 105-3 93-7 92-8 
HOS Others la meaner ER: canine Ee ee 82-2 87°3 76:3 95-6 82-3 95-3 88-5 88-4 
AOE Dey 9 ea meee eee eer said 61-9 74-8 | 57-7 73°9 56-3 75-6 79-0 81-9 
POSIT he okie 520)... RPRae te. BR cee 55-0 69-8 55-1 60-6 48-4 63°8 69-2 81-4 
MOR Seat were Ae acc area yas octets 56-6 70-2 59-3 61-0 51-0 62-9 63-0 80-6 
GS Se Ee PE ca. g irre aie cine a thule 63°5 73-4 64-8 68-2 59-0 71-1 65-5 82-2 
LOOSE ROR SNS, Sad, IRAE 66-9 72-8 65-1 70-6 63°5 69-2 64-7 82-8 
OS Game eer eter: anki acrhe c Mereases seems 6 es 70-8 73°7 69-2 72-4 70-1 69°2 68-5 82-8 
USN Cora iets sius etc oee wie cio cae 84-3 80-5 83-1 79-0 87-1 71-8 76-4 88-8 
LOSSY. Ree. SORkns See-. SOR. Se 72-7 78-2 70-3 76-7 73°6 70-2 77-2 86°5 
LAS Oa In iene storctens: ay oky atte = PoxGicks. «Mtsnark « 67-4 75:3 61:8 75°5 64-3 71-2 78-9 85-8 
TS YU Ss ene At oe Mili RA, AMR a RR 75-3 81-7 70-0 81-5 67-1 79-6 88-9 90-5 
MSF EE MOR AS eee erent a ne 52-1 67-8 §2-5 59-5 44-6 58-5 63-1 80-0 
UNC BRCC OOM MELE SE ee ee 57-6 70-2 61-1 59-9 52:5 66-3 61-9 79-8 
SEHS-0l GSS eee... ELAS eet os cE 59-9 71-5 62-7 62-7 54-6 66°5 64-0 81-6 
IBY Os ANSE) ee eee Cane | eke 58-9 72-0 60-3 65-3 53°6 66:8 64-7 82-2 
ERIE GBH OTe SPORE: A: CE Oe 62-3 75-1 64-2 71-0 56°9 68-5 65-5 82-7 
ONS TELS Mee sok ee ee we 64:6 73-0 65-3 68-0 59-6 69-2 66-4 82-1 
DED UlUSa ets crs settee ee omen 64-8 73-5 66-7 67-5 61-2 75-3 65:4 81-8 
Deer Sens). S55. 4a). PRP PER Gat 64:3 72-5 64:9 67-7 61-6 70-5 64:6 82-1 
WE TLOSO ee ru iys te eee ine eee 65-2 73-3 65-4 70-0 62-7 71-8 64-5 82-5 
Siete OBS aes. SU ee Sar 65:0 71-5 64-4 68-5 61-4 69-1 64-0 81-6 
PS CeO ae te Yon elec esas Oe Sa Bea ea 67-3 72-4 65-1 72-1 65-2 68-7 65-1 82-8 
EC MESO re. steer. ne ae 67-2 72-9 64-6 73°4 65-5 68-0 66-0 83-0 
Min Pomel 08 One tere son Ap es a we 67-3 72-1 64-4 71-4 65-5 69-3 67-7 82-7 
JUNC LOO. NA Me ee 66-6 71-9 64-2 70-1 64-5 67-3 68-0 82-4 
ET ESE OEE. «. MATER SS OD Sen tel cae 73°9 75-1 (ood losd 75-0 71-8 69-1 82-9 
PDS CMBLOR GME Ete ih Weare. Lae aS 79-3 77°3 79-5 75-5 82-4 69:6 69-8 85-1 
DEBT RlOS ORES a): ed. che ee, oe 86-9 79-7 85-2 77-1 90-0 66-3 geil 90-2 
RUC MEL OG (eee aye eo See A A oa 83-2 80:3 82-3 77-4 83-7 71-7 77°5 89-2 
DED Ue Ue ey eee eee eee Ren ee 83-7 81-3 81-5 81-5 86°3 76-4 77-0 89-9 
Deo srl93 05. i eee ee 80-8 80-2 80-3 78-5 84-2 73°6 75:3 87-7 
VERTU TOS Siem: bret oie a ream. ANA TAB 79-7 82-0 80-0 79-2 83-0 73°3 78-6 87-5 
ume’ V8 Siee ice. Sear O.. 75-4 79-2 74-1 77-1 76°6 67-8 76-4 86°6 
SNS TRS Gee marae oe a ee 65°5 75-6 60-2 76-2 63-8 70:6 76-7 86-1 
IDECWEISSS Magee et ok tone ok Ae nse ees 64-9 73°6 58-9 73°7 64-6 67-4 75-9 85:6 
WEves Cae Ns ASR eet ee en ae 65-1 73°2 58-9 73°8 65-1 67-6 76-0 84-8 
TONSA LODO, hie 29at eee Pee eee os 65-0 73:1 59-9 71-6 63°3 67-2 76:8 84-3 
Sept tS 9 eae ceyl. | RE, wal iomete 70:7 77-5 65:9 77-8 64-2 75-8 82-1 85-5 
DSC WNOS9 FO. vee ee om Aoi ae ees hss ee 74:2 81-1 69-9 82-2 69-1 79-8 84-8 87-8 
Joma bOAD: |) svs.. 6 Bragen.. ake...) bS 75-3 81-7 71-4 82-1 70-0 77-7 85-9 88-5 
HLS M LO SU nice cr teas s wm cmeee oricas ce er resets 75°9 81-8 71-4 82-7 70°3 77°8 86-2 88-9 
Mesa LOO. SS ST Aaa 76-4 82-0 72:1 82-7 Thee: 78-4 86-9 89-0 
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Prices in Great Britain and Other Countries 


The accompanying tables numbered VIII 
to XXII give such index numbers of retail 
prices of foods and cost of living and of 
wholesale prices in several of the principal 
commercial and industrial countries as are 
available for 1940 and for preceding dates, to 
show the movements of prices in comparison 
with those in Canada. The information in 
the following tables is obtained for the most 
part from publications of the governmental 
or other authority constructing the index 
number, but in some cases from the Monthly 
Bulletin of Statistics of the League of Nations, 
which publishes figures for some countries. 
The quarterly supplement to Prices and Price 
Indexes issued by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, Ottawa, also contains: index num- 
bers for many countries. 

As a result of war conditions the informa- 
tion for certain countries is not as complete 
in the present report as heretofore, there 
being no data for some countries since Sep- 
tember, 1939. From some other countries the 
information is received later than previously. 


Great Britain and Northern Ireland 


Cost or Livinc—The Ministry of Labour’s 
index number (Table X) is based on the 
standard of living of a workingman’s family 
prior to the outbreak of war in 1914. The 
cost of living, on this basis, at the end of 
November, 1940, had risen about 26 per cent 
over the September 1, 1939, level. Food prices 
had risen 25 per cent. As the war progressed, 
maximum prices of an increasing number of 
foods were set by the Minister of Food. Of the 
rise of 26 per cent in the cost of living, 1-8 per 
cent was due to taxes on sugar, tobacco, cigar- 
ettes and matches, ‘and a further 1-1 per cent 
resulted from the Purchase Tax. (This tax 
which became effective October 21, is levied 
when the goods pass from the wholesaler to 
the retailer and is at the rate of one third 
of the wholesale value of certain classes of 
goods and one sixth of the wholesale value 
of certain other classes of goods. The only 
items used in compiling the cost of living 
index number which are subject to the pur- 
chase tax are clothing, clothing material, 
domestic ironmongery and pottery, and the 
tax is not chargeable on garments or shoes 
for young children’s wear. This tax was not 
immediately felt by consumers as it did not 
apply to stock held by retailers at that time.) 
Clothing prices rose steadily from the begin- 
ning of the war and had increased by about 54 
per cent in these sixteen months. The fuel 
and light and the sundries groups each were 
about 22 per cent higher at November 30, 
1940, than at September 1, 1939, while rent 
had only increased by one per cent. 


WHOLESALE Pricrs——The Board of Trade 
index number of wholesale prices showed a 
rise of 24-7 per cent in wholesale prices in 
the first four months of the war, the increase 
in food and tobacco (30-6 per cent) being 
greater than that for industrial materials and 
manufactures (21:6 per cent). During the 
year 1940 there was a further increase of 21-2 
per cent, the increases in the food group and 
in the industrial materials and manufactures 
group being about equal. Thus, from August, 
1939, to December, 1940, the total increase 
for all groups combined was 51:1 per cent, 
the advance in food and tobacco prices being 
58-5 per cent, and in industrial materials and 
manufactures, 47:2 per cent. 

The rise of 30°6 per cent in food and 
tobacco prices between August and Decem- 
ber, 1939, was made up of an increase of 54 
per cent in cereals, one of 244 per cent in 
meat, fish and eggs, and one of 21 per cent 
in “other food and tobacco”. In the year 
1940, however, the increase in the “ other food 
and tobacco” was 31 per cent, more than twice 
as great an increase as in the cereals group 
and in the meat, fish and eggs group. Among 
“other foods and tobacco’, the rise in vege- 
tables and fruit was outstanding, the prices 
of tomatoes, onions, apples, oranges and 
bananas being from 70 to nearly 300 per 
cent higher in December, 1940, than in Decem- 
ber, 1939. Price control was instituted for 
oranges, onions and bananas in the latter part 
of the year. Potatoes were 50 per cent higher 
in December, 1940, than a year earlier, milk 
about 40 per cent; butter was practically un- 
changed due to price control, but margarine 
and imported cheese rose about 20 per cent; 
tea and cocoa showed little change, but coffee 
was 20 to 40 per cent dearer. Increased 
duties on tobacco resulted in a price rise of 
between 40 and 50 per cent, cereals rose about 
14 per cent during the year due to higher 
prices for barley, maize and rice. Meat arid 
bacon prices were controlled and there was 
no change after February, 1940, except poultry 
which was 50 per cent higher; the price of 
eggs was also controlled throughout the year, 
the prices in December, 1940, being 45 per 
cent higher than a year earlier. 

The rise of 21-6 per cent in industrial 
materials and manufactures between August, 
1939, and December, 1939, and the further 
rise of 21 per cent during 1940, amounted to 
a total increase of 47-2 per cent for the whole 
period. Price control was in effect for a 
number of commodities, the prices under con- 
trol being changed from time to time. In the 
whole period prices of coal advanced 29-7 per 
cent, iron and steel 39:4 per cent, non-ferrous 
metals 22-4 per cent, cotton 57:5 per cent, 
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wool 62:8 per cent, other textiles 48-9 per 
cent, chemicals and oils 31-8 per cent, miscel- 
laneous commodities 68 per cent. 


United States 


Cost or Livinc—The Bureau of Labour 
Statistics revised indexes of the cost of goods 
purchased by wage earners and lower salaried 
workers in large cities is shown in table XXI. 
This records an increase of only 1-1 per cent 
between December, 1939, and December, 1940. 
There was an increase of 2°4 per cent in food 
prices and a decrease of 2:2 per cent in furni- 
ture; other groups showed changes of only a 
fraction of one per cent. 


WHOLESALE Prices.—In spite of the great 
increase in industrial activity, the price level 
remained practically stable throughout the 
year. The index number of the Bureau of 
Labour Statistics (Table XXII) was one per 
cent higher in December, 1940, than in De- 
cember, 1939. There was a gradual decline 
amounting to 2-5 per cent between January 
and August, 1940, which was regained during 
the last four months of the year. Comparing 
December, 1940, with December, 1939, farm 
products were 3-1 per cent higher, textile 
products 4 per cent lower, building materials 
6-8 per cent higher, and other groups showed 
lesser changes. 


TABLE X.—INDEX NUMBERS OF COST OF LIVING IN GREAT BRITAIN 


MINISTRY or LABOUR 
Base: July, 1914=100 


—— Food 

DA a — Ula sete py ce cite: cles eychtoks ohcvets. sitet eccmese ok 132 
DO Tas oe ws oh ais 56: os ode sanatiode: s} «Spar sle bs. 8 okete Batis. <b, « 161 
OU aI Pee mtca Sk hi ce: taves, faiahe ALA cise 3h. 204 
PDMS RUM Aree tteene Sar dre re teres erslaLavte sie ean es cle. s 210 
LOO ee TU are ence ester mores ters veateare ciao vere ate 209 
OZ Wee ramen rere ctr an tics seen aoud catvorecauas sucess hovers 258 
ODS INL MePONR io oo, sy acai cley isle atelen tc drsicve.c’a: S-slateusnere 220 
1922 Ji yee ese so. csc REPRE. BEE ok ER EISE. Ss els 180 
2 LEVER TESA TUN 05 Caen a REN rn pa a 162 
NO 2A Diya eee eter eccs dice ase ticretc sind or 162 
MO ZO SUL eer ier ae cle teem nario «copie 167 
1926 —July ss ccc sa satu ea sone csuaaseeseen 161 
1927—July 159 
1928—July 157 
1929—July 149 
1930—July 141 
1931—July 130 
1932—July 125 
1933—July 118 
1934—July 122 
1935—July 126 
1936—July 129 
19387—July 140 
1938—July 146 
TOSS aNuALy. © ons. iaintao sete tye ahs cee oe 138 
DU eee ac da ee Onis o> Con 135 

“UL is cre Ace Ae G3 UR, AIM cae 139 
OCtOPerN Go ses scenes ec eiees «5 eR 150 
1D4QRVONUARY 5. Sea cists eh eos des oc 157 
BG EUAT G95 Aes Hee oe wes ooo oh ie See 161 
Warchowee os. .o.60. Tee ee. ee es 161 

Norilw esi tee ho 3 ete ton ceamenicete oentrer: 158 

VPRO oe aiatelcie eke eR este debs leo omen es 159 

ATO ee re anise SOA Aes ceases so SIRs 158 

Bt) eee ntti chore Geeta RES Re es 168 
PATICUSt See clear oo wralape eis 6 Geaeeis Gh se 164 
PepteMDer se aah PO eat o0 sR es 166 

PO CEODON Ares he act oe sieiecse eats. ol aera 169 
NOVEM DOR. Oi craccotoie sis xcs eee sete: 172 


Fuel Cost 
Rent Clothing and Other of 
light iving 
100 125 125 105 5 
Sree ee 160 135 120 145-150 
100 205 140-145 140 80 
102 320 175-180 180 200-205 
106 ~ 360 185-190 195 205-210 
115-120 425 230 220 252 
145 290 260 210 219 
153 240 190 195 184 
147 220 180-185 185 169 
147 225 185 180 170 
147 230 180 180 173 
150 20 195 180 170 
151 210-215 170 180 166 
151 220 165 180 165 
153 215-220 165-170 180 161 
153 210-215 70 175 155 
154 195 170 175 147 
154 185-190 165-170 170-175 1438 
156 180-185 165-170 170-175 138 
156 185-190 165-170 170-175 141 
158 185-190 165-170 170 143 
159 190 170-175 170 146 
159 205 175 175 155 
160 210 185-190 175 159 
161 205-210 180-185 5 155 
161 205-210 185 170-175 153 
162 205-210 180 180 156 
162 220-225 185 180-185 165 
162 250 200 0 174 
162 260 202 190 177 
162 265-270 205 193 179 
162 270-275 205 193 178 
164 280 208 210 180 
164 285 212 210 181 
164 290 212 210 187 
164 290 212 219 185 
164 295 212 219 187 
164 0 214 219 189 
164 305-310 215 220 192 
164 0 219 221 195 
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TABLE XI.—INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN GREAT BRITAIN 


BoaRD OF TRADE 
Base: 1930=100 


Total 
Indus- | 
Other | Total Chem- trial | Total 
.| Meat, | Food | Food Tron | Non- Other} icals | Mis- | Mate-| all 
— Cereals} Fish | and and | Coal | and | ferrous}Cotton}| Wool | Tex- | and cel- | rials | Ar- 
and To- To- Steel | Metals i Oils jlaneous} and | ticles 
Eggs | bacco | bacco anu- 
fact- 
ures 
1930—July...... 98-5 | 97-6 | 103-1 | 100-1 | 96-0 | 100-1} 95-0 100-7 | 100-0 | 99-5 99-7 
1931—July...... 76-1 | 80-3] 98-5] 85-9} 99-1] 91-1] 77-3 88-5 | 85-1] 85-8 85-8 
1932—July...... 85-2 73-0 97-0 85-9 98-7 90-8 75°6 88-8 76:8 81-7 83-1 
1933—July...... 86-2 72-5 86-3 82-0 97-1 94-9 94-3 90-9 87-4 89-5 86-8 
1934—July...... 85-2 78-6 87-9 84-3 98-9 98-9 83-8 86-7 89-0 89-0 87-3 
1935—July...... 82-8 77-8 92-2 85-0 99-1 | 100-3 87-2 89-6 86-1 89-7 88-1 
1936—July...... 92-0 81-2 95-2 89-9 | 105-0 | 108-1 88-9 93-2 92-3 95-5 93-6 
1937—July...... 126-8 87-3 99-5 | 102-9 | 125-4 | 187-6 | 123-1 100-0 | 113-3 | 116-1 111-5 
1938—January...| 132-5 89-7 99-7 | 105-0 | 131-0 | 141-2 96-2 97-1 | 104-8 | 109-0 107-7 
ly. es 108-9 85-2 | 100-0 97-8 | 118-5 | 138-8 93-5 94-7 89-5 | 101-9 100-6 
1939—January...| 93-8 87-1 95-6 92-5 | 122-6 | 130-0 96-6 92-6 88-7 99-6 97-2 
UL Ycracie oe 83-0 84-1 | 103-3 91-2 | 117-1 | 129-3 98-4 93-3 93-7 | 101-7 98-1 
1940—January...| 133-8 | 111-3 | 122-8 | 122-3 | 1384-0 | 142-4 | 121-9 108-7 | 126-2 | 126-7 125-3 
February.| 134-9 | 112-2 | 129-7 | 125-7 | 134-0 | 150-5 | 122-2 112-3 | 126-0 | 129-4 128-3 
March....} 131-1 | 110-1 | 128-9 | 123-7 | 184-2 | 151-5 | 123-0 113-8 | 125-1 | 131-4 128-8 
April..... 130-6 | 109-9 | 184-7 | 125-7 | 1385-0 | 152-7 | 123-0 114-0 | 137-3 | 135-4 132-2 
BY: Anos 131-6 | 110-4 | 140-1 | 128-2 | 139-1 | 152-8 | 123-7 115-6 |} 1388-6 | 136-4 133-7 
June... 133-1 | 111-6 | 143-4 | 130-3 |} 140-5 | 152-7 | 124-2 117-6 | 189-9 | 136-4 134-4 
JULY oes 135-0 | 114-5 | 150-3 | 134-4 | 140-5 | 163-8 | 123-8 118-4 | 154-1 | 142-3 139-7 


November] 146-3 | 120-5 | 159-6 | 143-2 | 151-4 | 179-0 | 123-4 
December} 147-5 | 120-7 | 162-1 | 144-5 | 152-3 | 179-5 | 123-3 


TABLE XII.—INDEX NUMBERS OF COST OF LIVING IN EIRE 
Irish TRADE JOURNAL AND STATISTICAL BULLETIN 
Base: July, 1914=100 


— Food Clothing Rent Fuel and | All Items 
Light 

193] —Webruarys sass... 3 ees wise eee eos coe eee 151 206": | RES eee | eee eee 164 
BY O30. Dae T Ake eo Be A ER So chs tices SE 139 202 Witt | Se eee 156 
NCAT] eet AE Ae eR LSS | i i i ey ee | 143 NGG sa dai) sroxasu che chasers toe eadie otacounioteee 157 
November 2059:.. Fe eee. oh. HE Re eee 155 198 1S 2b eile rere 165 
1932—<Me Drury... ...! scabies divest Retete vars wcll aiece's, ol Mee Reareie tovararotans Mets 151 1D jae Seren eet | reer eee 162 
BLY. Bape. 5s ha 0 dow lo ods MeO he 3 B05 ee CE ee 144 201 oo a alte seo et 159 
SANQUSE NG ¢ 5:2: tas ace TM ale 5 Soha sere eo ieee 134 QOB€ fol Skee Ok ee sec ae ae aeeeeer “3 153 
INovenaber : eda Hers Sea ovale HORUS creo acta ahele 135 206 DS fice enieentn et man, 155 
1938 —Hebruary : Bees. os. «cette coh eek She wie see 130 208 Suis ene comcast | seen seater 151 
ON AM AE eo SPREE RIT 7) AERIS & oy i ER RRGISE: 0. 126 203 132 eus:| eats 148 
TANTS. “Berets <5 ho are dohs OMe isi. hc MORES coc bs os coe 129 200 nal Sie c eis taos dis lis cece erie 149 
INovem ber: 68... fo kis so . Gee asec cle tee as shee oes eee 140 200 VSL y J pi acters cee 156 
1934——-Kebruary << oie. te ss ls Bets cs a cece Ste oe a bs erere etree 133 202. ie gilewses nea seta aceite ener 152 
MES Soe 5 citer oc dnele ik ere Es la otinehs een 129 200 1ST Bal onaastcces 149 
PANG UBE 55: o ORs oe Seed ios be Oe eee eee 134 201.” Ul Se selec ceetnasdaa ae ne 152 

INOV eM ber sie os tes eects ose ora RS oe icons 143 200 131) | cots tore: 157.2 
1935-—H6bruary «cate odes <5 ae oa he hae Pe Brees. aoe 136 19D cis, ail siertie sa cheats tatentitemecee 153 
MB y is SRE hides Retee etre sie oa eas Be) alcra aa 132 NOS oscil sn aterercisids cha well alcta ate stocctehtere 151 
PA CUBG. 50s eee Aas e ie eo oe 6 0 cio ec Bis aac ee 140 DOO ie all ee heron es ae hala enter 156 
November 2RP... 0G. cain ©. dca coc Bcc ae eee 150 200 N30 3 ec lie icles woe 162 
19S 6—HODLUSIY sc fakes So Aatacc 0 oe oie bs. m sO Re eros cre oe ee 145 QO, viele 3 cbs le creers etn ene 159 
ide Mareen, Anat Aenea, 3: Seine PRE A 2 5 141 202) owl Saceictodeldeds [ooetae coe eee 157 
AUT as ae: © ae ORE: eae ee |” a ey 3 3 145 203, 5 wes anes cee leach ck ee 159 
INO VORA DED sieht meine elon tea Ost cies cle Tie Recent ee 155 204 1ST ele ee 166 
TVD OOLUSLY <. 005: 5 cone RM e ook oe he rao aoe 153 DUDS oe atte retaliate tetas cece tence 167 
CNS Bide CARRIE DL HITE ERO TIE Ceres Bit Hee 152 219 Lida eateetoe 176 167 
ABUSE eee tee EP ele eee OTE ee ET ree ey ee 154 DOF We Wi croton nceto ee 176 170 
165 226 ADS 8 eee oe ee 177 
159 220; ol ats ve ee asi ake oe 183 173 
156 D226 fe Mltcesnoennt 179 171 
159 DIAGN. wither hn cre cates 179 173 
163 225 129 184 176 
160 225% 5 icicexc mae cate 184 174 
157 P71 ie ee [Se ins. Seek 180 172 
158 220 Se lh coe tee 180 173 
178 246 129 207 192 
177 210 a) nee eee 217 197 
180 280) © RP aeee oe ae 236 204 
SZ im eMe ee ewee ews. ois cil tetiete: ore ie oie ete l aravevererucmrecets 206 
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TABLE XIII.—INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL PRICES IN SOUTH AFRICA 


CENSUS AND SraTistics OFFICE 
Base: Union average, 9 towns, 1938=1000 


Food, fuel 
Food, fuel, | 7--1,’ J 
— Food only | light and a oe 

rent sundries 

TE es Soc 0’ RAR RASTER OEE Ces SET ES: ira see as OPS 2 eek comice Serer 930 872 814 
DROME. ce ccc eds emt eee nce Cie ee oie ste ne ere ee 995 899 855 
TL ini ete SOIREE TR ONG TRIS GREE PR Ua An Gn ae SARI 8 MRO ae 1033 924 908 
LLY canted IAB, Baer in GAME RE PRGRCROR: ec WORE Eas OR AE te AS ERI 4, ha CR D2 PO 1149 996 996 
Oe) 8 sBReraeiOhes Ray et REa R Cpe Eo 1 ESR. sey A PR 7 es 1165 1029 1064 
DO) ee a8 Bt ce BADE RN AIR er ERE Oy ee 9 aR RO 2 1263 1098 1177 
LEE ed BS ERE FRA coe SP RRL AT Ren nhc EES At ordi (RSI HELE Pa 3 Ie se SI SS a eR 1660 1355 1458 
1 AE eR. eee BR, 4, Aa nRan Ai POR IEEE Seb oa CReHN EEN NGs CrP eran, Ans Gaeta 1350 1192 1320 
Te 2 tee mn Pits ci RRR gr IER C8) CN ERE ines Ce ERE cscs St AE, A 5 RO 1105 1053 1101 
TOTES dl arse, SOS ire SRS CAR ch ae ees I A ee Oe ee aR, aE 1118 1069 1083 
UPA Coal SSeetas Satoie tS ERA eRe oe Rk AS 1102 1076 1069 
AD Ret sik 8 AUS ae costo ASICS ETSI iS ACEI SIAC EL Catt ch RE RT SR 7a: SUED SER 6 ee Re RI RRS 1072 1066 1066 
WO Ure ce retete meer cr ciate: Sites! ots esta 65, 0F 6 ow telah ‘nas lo oe Taree Do ac GRU NER tng 1024 1038 1041 
TE eRe aetble Seo SER Aric ot Rae ES Ss 2 IOC ie be aN oc 20 AR nr ee 917 942 932 
TU sear aback na Pe aL Ne sl Mt Uy) A SO MRR SM Ee R's 2 ee A 964 955 945 
OU AS RB OSES BO OC CCR GOR ROR CCG AS: exch NE ERAT Fa de BO IS | i ae OR Aa 947 946 940 
U0 om erin PR RS ea SRE Nd SAI RRP Sa DORI gree BA «Cc ed Ie a a Ss ee 942 949 943 
LOSSY aS Sabb Aa Choc oC Be COR SoG BENS BON SAORI ER Pe Srscicx AME SO Sich I en 954 966 965 
Te AaB Ranisieid Bible Sees eile. chet MRRe ES Ei rect a ae 0 on 1000 1000 1000 
1939—January 982 993 995 
Voit os Wye be A eet a. a Ie: ne ane en ee oe 1016 1011 1006 

HIT A, A oe He ek eat te coun BP SEE ty SRR URI Se 987 995 996 
October 982 994 995 
1940—January 1000 1004 1012 
February 1008 1008 1019 
Marcher cies ofc cine Ae aed ee debe ded: 1015 1012 1024 

Anrilonn taakesceseds 1024 1017 1029 

CONZS 2 clald Sat DEnOII on ick GR ROTC IRCRS CIAO) AICHE TERE IRCISS f-Wa HIOR ACR oa Ata oh ia tat ee 1036 1023 1035 

SUDOMP RECN E TS ASS SERGE Res Re TE cease Oded ST OME Seek ee 6 be oe aes 1033 1022 1037 

DULVPR EARS Seek oe ROO RS Re EOE eee cond vce HES oes $64 ees a Ses 1026 1018 1036 
MEATS 8, OSS MPIC TR AE SNE Ane UO UNAM ASS TRE) AB's aR SIT Sank OI NRE FCM. oe 1022 1016 1035 

SYS) 0 ASH eS ea a el ak we A a TE RS ad An eS 1026 1016 1041 
OCCOD Cry tre ete ee ihn RU eet Na MB vlc ne eee is RR 1049 1028 1050 
November tess). ket tnt 26 EE FR Reto ETA OY SAO 1033 1019 1045 


TABLE XIV.—INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN SOUTH AFRICA 


CENSUS AND Statistics OrFicE 
Base: 1910=1000 


Jute 4 A ‘ 
’ | Grains,| Dairy Build- Fuel ° 
Leather ’ Grocer- : Che- Soft | Miscel-} All 
ae Metals ° Meals, | Pro- : Meat | ing ma- A and 
Hides, oth. icte ies terials micals Light Goods | laneous | Groups 
1 CO A alee Pn Be Sia 1221 1366 1108 1060 954 1266 1087 1018 928 1113 1052 1090 
AQUGER ied. CU eee ic 1696 1511 1199 1135 1035 1301 1195 1278 990 1362 1275 1204 
WIG... cd. eee es 2292 1739 1342 1168 1127 1383 1401 1561 1148 1765 1669 1379 
101eR. 38 35, Be... 3245 2054 1449 1222 1212 1520 1753 1872 1349 2297 2178 1583 
TOUS ee nce ta. Mee as 3898 2265 1471 1283 1272 1650 2074 1833 1470 2900 2572 1723 
GIO EE ec Ae oa o's 3198 2332 1706 1600 1403 1723 2084 1424 1510 2355 2475 1854 
19206 Ace nes 3339 2705 2693 2023 1901 2116 2445 1271 1658 4418 3174 2512 
NOISE cds see. 6 2607 1649 1472 1589 1728 1638 2082 1261 1743 3324 2899 1805 
OO 2ee oc ae ane as 1651 1411 1262 1209 1322 1362 1630 1178 1454 2361 2029 1445 
TO 2d SOR EOE. 1517 1568 1403 1366 1386 1365 1380 984 1244 2196 1720 1448 
1b PY a nn 2 1264 1731 1476 1339 1285 1268 1282 992 1196 1869 1674 1397 
aL At SR a ee 1122 1624 1312 1327 1235 1261 1234 823 1075 1858 1659 1305 
T9803 cae he eee 1135 1357 1023 1086 1149 1089 1233 801 1032 1783 1642 1155 
193 3M sede Nene 1041 1002 1012 974 1053 960 1107 745 953 1354 1560 1047 
REY. Rs SS 1056 1013 1218 1087 1021 1221 1126 738 902 1398 1517 1143 
MOB OOT occa ose ee ests 1052 1042 1023 898 1001 1158 1132 729 932 1392 1519 1066 
MOSCA ok. eee es es 1081 1048 1188 935 979 1137 1116 719 934 1337 1503 1109 
£ AY (ae Wn Oy At 1360 1145 1140 945 1008 1206 1193 827 911 1416 1551 1136 
ROBB eens pe Scctes o's s 1393 1023 1226 1022 984 1308 1195 833 921 1406 1574 1174 
1939—January...... 1340 1001 1177. 1005 975 1307 1171 748 918 1382 1547 1145 
April ire... 1338 1034 1140 1003 967 1251 1168 736 911 1393 1532 1126 
Julys. et ee 1323 1056 1128 1019 969 1249 1181 735 907 1390 1530 1123 
October...... 1446 1247 1157 1021 1001 1312 1271 747 923 1469 1633 1172 
1940—January...... 1661 1642 1174 1012 1034 1278 1396 814 992 1623 1761 1230 
February 1695 1602 1176 1014 1038 1268 1434 836 996 1653 1805 1238 
March oes... 1732 1563 1174 1022 1035 1300 1459 839 1007 1674 1855 1248 
April. eee. 1750 1499 1189 1024 1036 1309 1495 849 1008 1688 1881 1258 
BV ce etecs 1775 1520 1190 1023 1037 1292 1512 876 1009 1737 1914 1266 
JUNG. ee ..s 1805 1453 1176 1022 1037 1292 1526 888 1009 1755 1959 1266 
July. cess... 1828 1322 1173 1063 1040 1296 1547 904 1011 1758 1964 1269 
August....... 1850 1272 1182 1063 1037 1308 1553 912 1005 1767 1984 1273 
September... 1856 1243 1209 1060 1042 1312 1558 915 1036 1770 2011 1287 
October...... 1868 1240 1268 1059 1051 1336 1560 916 1035 1780 2024 1312 
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TABLE XV.—INDEX NUMBERS OF HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURES IN AUSTRALIA (80 TOWNS) 
CoMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


Base: Weighted average of 6 capital cities, 1923-1927 =1000 


if 


: Food, Total 
Eset Pate Groceries Clothing Miscel- | Household 

Groceries rooms) gril Seat laneous ae i 
LOQN ers oe gan OO OR RMN. 5 ig suet aie rae oe 954 823 807 1290 1009 1013 
LODGi 28 ., Fos ROVE os oth Ree = Setter cue seoceeete ctor 1027 992 1015 993 990 1006 
g UNV be pa RR), "ve Reh) ~) TREN Goede cre Ua 1004 998 1002 982 1000 997 
92 ie os, FSR, | Ps, SRNR ote romicrars cote age 3 989 1032 1004 1002 1001 1003 
L020 Rs 25>. Ve. eee ee PRE Es take Roe Come. cee 1047 1037 1044 99 998 1026 
1980=-1st quarters gcse es cae we cee 985 1052 1009 982 996 1001 
1931—1st bale TES Crt (ado 2 PA ots TRE 864 928 887 886 973 901 
1932—Ist OER Oe A ESTE cere ea tea abeinerete 823 811 819 826 955 844 
1933—Ist a, OPA R Ria i> RRS GR aCe oe ne 741 790 on 799 944 799 
1934—1st A RO Ben EE Re SE MERE 770 790 Le 797 940 809 
1935—I1st << 805 785 945 824. 
Sra, bse 824 793 939 836 
1936—Ist “ 826 795 936 838 
Sra 848 794 958 841 
1937—1st ss 861 798 955 862 
s 872 814 962 874 
1938—ist &s 882 826 963 882 
onde Ba 896 831 961 891 
Srdy sc 914 831 961 902 
Athy as 914 832 961 902 
1939—1st ce 938 832 960 916 
2nd es 934 836 960 915 
and :. eke Ree Sat Mod es abwetnran ge oe 

4t Oe dl ioecgere checte seems lle steve chenciarer arte 
1940—1st “ OSI dicot oe eet let ee 927 
Gee (VN edt Reiter, Seca falls Mrcrs Meinks Bi 951 
Sra es O44 ell vcekinee cpa dtrcty lcci 956 


TABLE XVI.—INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN AUSTRALIA (MELBOURNE) 
CoMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


Base: 1911=1000 


Metals Wool, Agricul- 


Cotton, tural Dairy . Building | Chem- All 

aay ce Leather, | Produce, | Produce Groceries| Meat Materials icals Groups 
etc. etc. 

1914: Pease ices sete tenets 1099 1032 1207 1137 1021 1507 1081 1253 1149 
AO Se eee ator ea eae 1284 1017 2162 1530 1133 2435 1275 1528 1604 
1016. MRE cat sues cece eh: 1695 1423 1208 1485 1322 2515 1491 1760 1504 
OU, es RR es ot EER So hs 2129 2008 1157 1423 1343 2403 1884 2171 1662 
OAS «ek A oa EE cok 2416 2360 1444 1454 1422 2385 2686 3225 19384 
1000. 3. Spel ws RCE «kd 2125 2363 1985 1651 1516 2348 2851 2898 2055 
BORO! es RR coe ERs heed 2298 2624 2439 2209 1918 3279 3226 2825 2480 
BOON 26.5 OI oro PUREE oro ce 21738 1362 1767 2000 1976 2158 2733 2303 1903 
BOO. REL AR. on Cotes 1942 1681 1628 1648 1869 1787 2005 1965 1758 
DDS. SR eAe ck BREE os os 1826 2148 1778 1837 1746 2579 2025 1933 1944 
TRIE SSE Rc A 1835 2418 1647 1655 1721 2223 1815 1806 1885 
LOTR Ate 05 TES to ee oe 1852 1967 1797 1636 1723 2212 1711 1790 1844 
O26 Nees. «Aeros vicked 1938 1582 2001 1784 1731 1931 1665 1816 1832 
AD fee De Rca es CPS 1962 1650 1826 1823 1724 2111 1624 1866 1817 
BOOB IO ck Gera Es aes 1912 1781 1726 1751 1707 2015 1744 1923 1792 
1277) ible ee 1912 1556 1792 1853 1690 2246 1754 1942 1803 
1030 cet eae. pepe NE 1866 1127 1484 1627 1666 2025 1875 1982 1596 
Ss Pe Rs ee a 1826 1039 1121 1399 1794 1508 2025 2166 1428 
W088 PF ORR st PERE ch 1736 1000 1230 1303 1767 1348 2043 2127 1411 
BOBS ee wc CURE os Aa 1713 1118 1175 1195 1714 1487 2061 2106 1409 
SRR ce gee) Stiles 8 aan ge 1660 1261 1288 1274 1735 1540 2015 2018 1471 
HOBD 2.40 cme eee ch eet ee. 1602 1217 1344 1325 1729 1508 1964 1996 1469 
(113) On es 25 eRe S.C ea 1566 1331 1480 1351 1731 1684 1969 1997 1543 
MOB EN Gt REED.» cietane 1772 1406 1604 1451 1750 1678 2430 2006 1656 
1988—January.............. 1762 1097 1579 1515 1751 1663 2369 2049 1596 
lilyamety.. 2 wake... ts 1744 1054 1945 1568 1746 2084 2180 2063 1726 
1939—January.............. 1759 1055 2003 1561 1746 1576 2137 2063 1690 
ee ST Oe ee ye 1748 1015 1763 1552 1748 1576 2107 2083 1613 
1940—January.............. 1821 1417 1478 1541 1793 1709 2442 2094 1649 
Bebrasry:t.get. «dec 1827 1389 1454 1568 1792 1794 2604 2094 1658 
Marebes:).) 2Ree ) ee 1836 1389 1486 1575 1786 1868 2711 2165 1681 
ADRES eb eee ee 1866 1375 1537 1616 1783 1898 2711 2165 1704 
Avaes «sch eee co 1839 1377 1510 1640 1776 2008 2711 2275 1706 
TUDOAHS. Sea 1857 1360 1508 1628 1773 1916 2859 2275 1702 
JULY eect SEE ee 1857 1381 1513 1559 1740 1903 2950 2350 1699 
Avgust?>.2) 20th .. bs 1857 1375 1555 1546 1736 2027 3138 2350 1731 


September........... 1857 1392 1657 1536 1770 1997 3138 2350 1764 


25 


TABLE XVII._INDEX NUMBERS OF COST OF LIVING, NEW ZEALAND 


CENSUS AND Statistics Orricn 
Base: 1926-1930=1000 


Clothing, 
Fuel and | Drapery, Miscel- 
— Food Rent Light and laneous Total 
Footwear 
LOL ae INDIUM EA shin: © ces taaice sce ocean ee ae 703 535 585 686 601 628 
Aol OWN ON Gere ccc cs ks ceatetis ite are eee weiss 803 538 593 746 646 676 
857 541 637 871 712 724 
920 553 728 1031 794 786 
985 566 782 1216 898 850 
1027 581 852 1476 975 912 
1165 613 1013 1653 1131 1019 
1134 680 1131 1509 1153 1034 
958 724 1045 1274 1103 952 
965 792 998 1173 1055 959 
1005 859 985 1139 1033 984 
1030 912 993 1111 1015 1004 
1026 962 1002 1060 1013 1010 
983 1000 1005 1017 1033 1001 
1004 1014 1011 995 1002 1006 
1013 1019 992 980 986 1004 
974 1007 991 947 986 981 
845 953 987 869 986 906 
775 844 958 814 973 838 
732 766 890 816 976 795 
774 758 841 832 973 808 
835 774 865 828 980 837 
870 804 887 837 993 864 
956 828 924 915 1050 923. 
991 858 964 936 1054 951 
1018 874 990 940 1067 969 
1039 884 990 956 1074 983. 
ANUOGUEL, oo RS RGRAGIMIOT C3 TRGRRBEIS Gia. 5 ODEHOE 1060 893 991 967 1081 995. 
INGweMlbOr en Gnesi scene eae 1126 893 991 976 1124 1024 
AOS —VANUAty pes set eicce Corre ok cs cect tes LOTS We Berges ee 1 Sell leases tena aeeted| (os Noni de 1008 
He DTUAGVAE! eke eee tes | ae ores 1064 903 994 1003 1139 1013 
IEWO Cts 5 orhae Beene ae. 2 4 cpeeeetane pes abner eee SOGO Ms et reese ae OOS? ater pe eee ewe at Ge tae 1012 
ETON a. e eS eR GRINS Soe os Geran eteeats ope» Een ss MOUSD, |i te tees ese OQ Ae: | Seer ah 4 oe ee ee 1017 
RV te ee et eee ee eae eee 1078 913 1005 1031 1162 1029 
ARVIN 3 Sion 5 ererotreae ie Ar ices GET? eae Ie Oil rae eee cote OOG™ "| Merercrc tree ok [eneeeaie oe eae 1026 
JULVARE eee ae eee ee oe ees OFC et ee See ec a rt i ULC Bala Ws Gatto aaeneaen atic Recoe 1027 
GAELS Gee pestorautate aor ovetacorst peioteratarol ee eee Dor ane 1070 922 1008 1097 1185 1042 
SED LCMIDOL Hime ener ere ne ee Chet | See soeseee TOL). | Rerceensenr. octal earner eee 1050: 
OCtobert sere Pee ae Pee ees ROSA he ec eee NOHO Seles, Looe tenifie acteaseoietcke oe 1048 
INO VEDNDOR. tock or eee ee ee re ee LOS 7D i cpa sey. 1010 1119 1196 1052 


TABLE XVIII.INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN NEW ZEALAND 


Census AND Sraristics Orrice 
Base: Average annual aggregate expenditure, four chief centres, 1926-1930=1000 


Food- Non- 
stuffs, Textile Wood : Metals metallic | Chem- All 
a etc., of Manu- and Animal and Minerals | icals and | Groups 
vegetable| factures Biull es Products BOGe tg | and their | Manures Combined 
origin sae a a’ tS | Products 


PROV OM BOR. gegiste oh. thee sded dss 1282 828 1190 965 1289 1202 876 1111 
DISC OT GR i ahiaie wicks cgiate Gs 03. 1228 828 1191 1015 1305 1220 866 1115 
PFO — J SBUATY oo noo corals ove go vn eV oe 1163 863 1193 1053 1331 1218 866 1120 
POR EAI OS. os sels Gs 2g 5 Rees 1144 880 1195 1086 1362 1231 895 1135 
NEABETILOLS 35 58 s2tin ale ates vg. ses» 1150 907 1195 1073 1420 1256 900 1155 
PRIME SE AO), lees oa adits Shae. 1159 912 1196 1106 1481 1266 901 1175 
oh fod cooumgqanoGant GuoenerncGaE 1163 921 1212 1119 1510 1255 906 1185 

A Es ee OC OMI Bie teaca yee 1162 922 1210 1105 1543 1265 917 1190 
Ma pry ee A SE 1172 945 1221 1097 1590 1265 931 1205 
PRPOPRS eeccinctnin hs Sea = 6 9 a Eko 1200 977 1242 1062 1668 1267 937 1225 
GeptemB@?...... 0... cess ete ess. 1195 1017 1249 1067 1685 1276 940 1236 
CRO DORE ei gh sales os ct os odes 1208 1093 1249 1053 1698 1289 940 1253 
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TABLE XIX.—COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBERS IN INDIA (BOMBAY) 
Base: July 1933 to June 1934=100 


Fuel ° Cost 
aa Food and Clothing | House oe of 
Lighting — enews Living 
1935—January 2265.2 sob bees «ec abecmelte eins 101 106 90 100 93 99 
ADT sere tack. « cole hy Seen oes wo Ss 99 103 90 100 96 98 
aT Rigs Baas aaa ie eke sn 2 ers Ade 0 SNe 105 105 86 100 98 101 
Octoberssecc. «cis MORERER ticoatiels. mena 104 103 86 100 97 101 
1936——Jantiary toa ssice oe 40 tees. a s a.cualere, Sergeant 108 102 85 100 98 103 
pril’..seasne- Re Reece ned eee ike 105 96 85 100 96 100 
BATU Rigo See 0 6 aes (ener oN MEM Sikes 5S 107 98 84 100 96 101 
Octo Dera «icici eae eink Gamat nie 107 101 83 100 96 102 
NOS (= TANUATY wm See ve ceo eRe hie anisteie dale. h 110 101 83 100 98 104 
10) 9 Oh pet eee NO he NPR ES Cen? Se te A 112 110 83 100 97 105 
DULY. Mie Bee on 3 1c ee eIe. dec Sih oat nis 115 110 84 100 98 107 
October see 0 le REO wc sto hoop aire crete 118 106 86 100 97 108 
1938-—Januiany res... «Gielen esi es oh eR ees 5 116 107 86 100 97 107 
April 112 106 86 100 96 105 
uly 85 100 ) 
October 114 105 85 100 94 105 
1939 Jan ua Bye trs oss: dca Peep «she jacait Piece Slaves 112 105 85 100 96 105 
US 0) ll bg A) CR ak 1 Te a a ae SNE | 110 98 85 100 94 103 
Uul ye css oo FOE oe eee 114 100 85 100 96 105 
October geen: aaccnio he aeeee soe po eee ake 119 98 88 100 98 108 
Novem bemer <<. cst cic cis te ee ee 119 100 89 100 98 109 
Wecemberas:(. is Meee eles os eae oa 126 100 91 100 99 113 
1940 JANUARY, bes ties orc ote ec Eee 128 100 92 100 99 114 
GDRUATY osc sco. eee ois each age eee 124 101 94 100 98 112 
MEAT ORS sare ds cane ccot sbi h ccd: oe ee 121 101 94 100 97 110 
AOD Bet eet ea vaiaiece ee core oe a ee 121 101 91 100 98 110 
Minty Meet tn Renae, Mien eee 122 101 91 100 99 111 
JONG. Te ee ss te ESE. teh Soon 124 101 90 100 96 111 
July Pee ars eens. De pee 127 103 90 100 96 113 
AMP USGron wie cis eos Gee CS REY. Ghee 129 103 90 100 96 114 
TABLE XX.—INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN INDIA (BOMBAY) 
Lasour Orrice, BOMBAY 
Base: July, 1914=100 
Ke 
: n ie} 
"S ne} 5} 2 co) 
5 S 3 5 3 a F 3 < 
ae @ gees eae eet toe ers eed Se ee Mes} © | 3h 
g | Shi oe | ols ae SS | sa} sa| 4 lessl ae] Bs 
6/3) 8)/4/2)/a 18 |88lskise| & leas] $3] 88 
Syne hago ok Es fe) — |OS|/oH|Hs] & [O84] 64 | O< 
1920 July. 42.0 cs eee 151 | 145} 452 | 1811216) 171 | 14418-3818 | 174) 164) 288} 194 | - 220 |) 221 
1921 —July secede ores: 186 152 234 185 191 170 137 270 184 156 244 198 206 200 
LQ DJ Wii ies ok 5 acie RsOET yak 170 134 220 228 188 151 196 255 192 142 177 189 192 190 
1923 — July Saket cael 127 90 215 317 178 132 217 211 196 139 182 169 178 178 
1024- July. ce 8 tees. ahs Se ee 143 98 211 260 174 150 265 232 187 150 166 166 189 | 184 
1025-—July Sans gee. Ae 141 102 159 184 148 140 182 208 144 139 153 155 163 158 
1926—-July:c AN. .inctk oe 146 128 144 148 143 140 144 180 130 147 ‘150 148‘ 152 149 
1927——Julyee San....:. cane 139 | 129] 130) 162) 141| 143} 154] 168] 142] 189} 136) 159} 149, s47 
1928S July, Meets sc one eee 130 124 129 196 143 131 169 172 123 146 137 140 149 147 
1920>—July..' aes 0 Es 152 141 140 171 153 147 126 168 103 157 135 133 142 145 
1980-—Julyie penal. Bee ce 117 115 125 144 124 102 15 154 95 143 126 131 123 124 
1938 July. Pens. eS 71 78 106 136 91 84 74 143 84 146 112 142 117 108 
1939-—Jully.: sae cd) OE. 85 90 116 162 106 73 75 109 95 132 108 132 105 106 
19332 July Ree eo ee 86 75 | 109] 146] 100 69 90} 110 77 99} 108] 118 99 | 100 
1034——Jaly.. Pheeicc. ARO. 78 72} 102} 141 94 64 86} 100 73 99} 109] 117 96 95 
1935—July..) ae se. Gee. 85 77} 106} 148] 100 98 96 97 76 99 | 105 | 116 99 99 
LUSO=-Jl yy snshe ees Sees 81 72 {906 | A124 92/1 100 98 95 783 99} 107{ 110] 100 97 
1937—Jul ys. (a seks Bee. 95 87 (eld. | T4iei F106) 400 90 96 82 99 | 139] 120} 107] 106 
1938——Juliys ks, ocies eens « 80 76 | 127] 149 101 95 65 95 79 99 | 133] 124} 100] 100 
1939—July2. tite. 252 8. Pee 81 86} 1380] 147] 103 94 67 88 79 99 | 134] 120 99 | 100 
Octoberts... >. BA... 95 108 158 164 GAL 98 76 92 83 99 227 130 122 121 
INOVemberies.2 eee. 117 121 171 183 139 108 86 97 83 99 247 129 129 133 
December»; ..2. 2228... 111 111 159 177 132 109 102 117 83 99 257 128 137 135 
1940—January).........0005... 105 105 143 167 124 107 108 114 83 99 221 128 130 128 
@DIUAaLY:; se. ee 107 103 137 156 121 101 100 111 83 99 208 131 126 124 
Marchi#y.: 220s... 100 98 130 150 115 104 98 105 83 99 188 132 121 119 
April Ae. 301 ea eee 102 100 134 146 116 107 98 104 83 99 198 134 124 121 
BY 548). a eee 94 941 186] 147] 111] 103 88 | 104 83 99 1 200 | 134°|. 121s} “118 
June. op 98 93 |} 136] 143] 112 98 70} 100 83 99} 191] 184] 115] 114 
VULYA ORM. Ss. cot see 103 01>) 1S4)| 4a 1155) 00 72 98 83 99 | 192 | 185.) 1165) 115 
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TABLE XXI.—_INDEX NUMBERS OF COST OF LIVING IN |THE UNITED STATES 
BUREAU or Lasour Statistics 


Cost of Goods Purchased by Wage Earners and Lower Salaried Workers in Large Cities 
{1935-39 = 100] 


Fuel, elec-| House- 


Period Food | Clothing| Rent tricity, | furnish- Miscel- Total 
. and ice ings laneous 

AONB AW erage. 4. o..dhe oc da bickplec cc hos oe Soe 79-9 69-3 92-2 61-9 59-1 50-9 70-7 
NOTA December’ .o). oh 6. deduc$ets oo bel aGens ob ded 83-9 70-0 92-2 62-5 61-5 52-4 72-6 
1915-— December: 2.8. +. deals Sod oo bole iba etek ices 83-9 72-6 93-6 62-5 65-4 54-6 74-0 
191G—Decemmiper)..s. f2%.<.6 hee ek oleate os oe aerate 100-6 83-2 94-3 67-1 75-5 57-6 82-4 
19W——Decembper? . ..45-,..citethe Ade 0.0 clerk oo a's fede 125-4 103-3 92-3 76°8 89-0 71-5 97-8 
WIS— December’... $k. 3. ieBeteen bo see wo ob ducels 149-6 147-9 97-1 90-4 121-2 83-1 118-0 
G19 June aye. <b aedetle «aa eros» 0 Gabe cssiee «ob Saree 148-5 160-1 101-0 89-3 128-8 85-5 121-0 
December? is Fates f-01e bakes tt choi whine 160-0 198-4 109-6 94-8 152-3 94-3 135-3 

1O20= June eis ol Ses Sete oo ire ahs» ek MB ele Metis 185-0 209-7 119-1 104-8 169-7 100-7 149-4 
December 5 eet. . ee F eye + a elke aco SbsdSs 146-4 187-8 131-4 119-0 164-4 104-7 138-3 

7a Ey gee See Ale ae Sse ee ee es ee 121-2 161-5 139-2 112-9 141-6 104-7 126-6 
September’. 6 ages. «10d sas. os ot PERE sce Diets 129-2 139-5 140-0 112-7 127-8 104-0 125-3 
December’ hoes. 5. as Saye. ob eB c os See 126-1 133-4 142-3 113-8 124-4 103-5 123-6 
1922—March 118-3 127-3 142-0 110-5 117-7 101-8 119-3 
UNG SRE STEIN Sola ioic cose ols.clercoc ees 121-0 124-9 142-5 110-0 115-5 100-9 119-5 
September. fe degushes 4 Ge. e ie 118-1 123-5 142-8 115-8 115-7 100-7 118-7 
DCCEMmDers Meee = cto eRe of 0 cee o's 0 122-4 123-6 143-8 117-3 119-3 100-4 120-4 

10 23—— March. nate Wet cicdle Nota cis dochlee eas Sbgoh 119-7 125-4 144-5 116-5 124-7 100-5 120-2 
JUNG GH cee ah Sas Ae Me Sa os 8 OBR oo be IR 123-7 125-7 146-0 113-2 127-4 100-5 121-6 
September 4 i... te tehe ook Ets w ole afecerate 126-6 126-7 147-4 114-5 127-5 101-1 123-1 
DSCeMIDer I. Hee c.f. Roe oh ada. ck OR 126-0 126-7 149-6 116-0 127-4 101-5 123-5 
1924—— Marche pnb Bh « cbs Bra Mei ca ees soe Seale 121-3 126-3 150-4 114-7 126-5 101-2 122-0 
PUNO EO cs Ay ac Ao ook PM oe. ale Seco 121-5 125-1 152-0 112-0 123-1 101-3 121-8 
September! ee 2.4. cote... be cles coe atte 123-1 123-8 152-2 113-5 122-1 101-3 122-2 
December hab 04 io Shes ok Bc ce edad 125-9 123-0 152-6 114-2 122-7 101-7 123-2 
ORISSA RONRNAIE  Geael a aa in Seana 5 ening 131-9 122-6 152-2 112-4 121-3 102-3 124-9 
140-6 121-8 152-0 121-3 121-1 102-6 128-2 

137-8 120-7 150-6 114-7 118-6 102-5 126-4 

136-8 119-6 150-0 118-6 117-3 102-8 126-1 

137-5 118-5 148-4 114-1 115-7 103-1 125-7 

132-5 116-9 146-9 115-4 115-2 103-6 123-8 

129-7 116-7 144-8 112-0 112-8 103-6 122-1 

130-6 116-0 143-3 114-3 112-1 104-3 122-4 

131-3 115-4 141-4 111-1 111-7 104-5 122-1 

133-8 114-7 139-9 113-6 111-3 104-9 122-8 

128-1 113-8 138-0 109-9 109-9 105-2 120-3 

116-5 109-4 135-1 112-4 105-4 104-9 115-3 

102-1 103-5 130-9 107-3 98-1 104-3 108-2 

96-5 96-3 125-8 109-1 92-6 103-3 104-2 

85-7 91-1 117-8 101-6 84-8 101:8 97-4 

82-0 86-2 109-0 102-5 81-3 100-2 93-5 

WO33— JUNO Acer... As ecb oc Noto RiRors.0 6 GETS o's ch: ROSE 82-2 84-8 100-1 97-2 81-5 97-8 90-8 
Decembertey, 4.9 oe «a Bc Ris sch ah 88-1 94-4 95-8 102-9 91-1 98-1 93-9 
DOB AS SUMS er, cc ske Sac tee oc A oe Rees h ShcE Mere sk atonal 93-0 96-6 94-0 100-3 92-9 97-9 95-3 
November 15. 5a. ;. 90% beteiack Saale &o/ts ai wee 95-4 96-5 93-9 101-8 93-6 97-8 96-2 
1935 — = Mirch bee iyseence «a tas aeiaecne one ecole 99-7 96-8 93-8 102-1 94-2 98-1 97-8 
Aik 6) SA Arn See, = ny Se 08 a ee et 99-4 96-7 94-1 99-0 94-5 98-2 97-6 
October VE s BA. nid ee caate cs che siete ha dee 100-0 96-9 94-6 100-5 95-7 97-9 98-0 
1936— January Told, 08s 04 cmt. soa tltle as Getto aah: 101-5 97-3 95-1 100-8 95-8 98-2 98-8 
ADELE O52. ke Bho 5 278 AEE isoc be peas. 3 wate 98-4 97-4 95-5 100-8 95-7 98-4 97-8 

LL gal OW oc AAR col Sh oN ore oh soccer «ii A 102-6 97-2 96-5 99-1 95-9 98-7 99-4 
Septemaber loi. tomy aitove od eights, Serge. 104-8 97-5 97-1 99-9 96-6 99-0 100-4 
Decentberil5 sash Sek ole o ch oae 101-6 99-0 98-1 100-5 97-9 99-1 99-8 

19 3e— Marche 515. 24.54. «00 ok alee. sok Soe: & ovslolo eke 105-0 100-9 98-9 100-8 102-6 100-2 101-8 
JUNG LS. A eee se aS 0s eee es lt ee: 106-0 102-5 101-0 99-2 104-3 100-9 102-8 
September Ib Bes ..4s 8 oie «0h Sree ie ae 107-9 105-1 102-1 100-0 106-7 101-7 104-3 
Wecembenrtloess, ond: «<5 amos emo awe tests 102-7 104-8 103-7 100-7 107-0 102-0 103-0 

POSS —Miarchel 5. 3: A.A. «2.5 oles «keke s «cine Meh 97-5 102-9 103-9 101-2 104-7 101-6 100-9 
VEN VDE aed. Ae oes sok aetna ae ee: 98-2 102-2 104-2 98-6 103-1 101-8 100-9 
September 15) f.. cde dciee ors «clokes aslo te teks 98-1 101-4 104-2 99-3 101-9 101-6 100-7 
Brecemb ert 15099. 624 Meawe oa idee os atone 97-2 100-9 104°3 100-0 101-7 101-0 100-2 

TOGO Mane hel 53 5. seid aes oie Meee te he 94-6 100-4 104-3 100-1 100-9 100-5 99-1 
CaS ye) vee er, Pass PRP ies RAMS Ane 93-6 100-3 104-3 97-5 100-6 100-4 98-6 
Sepsemben Wier. cca deme. com cawiaeics ae Secseee 98-4 100-3 104-4 98-6 101-1 101-1 100-6 
December Osa sia. ect cetiente rete oc. hash eme 94-9 101-3 104-4 99-9 102-7 100-9 99-6 
19040— Marechal 5:2. as Beis ecte dees od ahr 95-6 102-0 104-5 100-6 100-5 100-8 99-8 
DUNOH Oe Sais ove iiah sie he oie ees Ride eras 98-3 101-7 104-6 98-6 100-1 100-6 100-5 
September botrresc crite eer were 97-2 101-6 104-7 99-3 100-3 101-4 100-4 
WretLOneralo cnn o.occbicicisn ac mane ee eas 96-2 101-6 104-7 99-9 100-4 101-6 100-2 
INOveml ber dpe rds oe nse seen weiewe cnet 95-9 101-6 104-7 100-3 100-6 101-7 100-1 
Wacemibersl Derren ccs eae ecu Gee coesinee 97-2 101-6 104-9 100-7 100-4 101-8 100-7 


TABLE XXII—INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN THE UNITED STATES 
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BureEav or LABour Statistics 
Base: 1926=100 


9 Sm Hides | axtile| Fuel | Met@!s| Buita-| Chem-} House | _ All 
as ro- | Foods |leather| pro- and | metal | _i2g icals | fur- | Miscel-} com- 
ie bres ee nets | light- pro. | mate- and | nishing| laneous| modi- 
ucts ing dats rials | drugs goods ties 
1913455. Ree ae tc tee 71:5 64-2 68-1 57:3 61-3 90-8 56-7 80-2 56-3 93-1 69-8 
1914s oes OE re nie onto etree 71-2 64-7 70-9 54-6 56-6 80-2 52-7 81-4 56-8 89-9 68-1 
1915s. ek ses dae eae 71-5 65-4 75-5 54-1 51-8 86-3 53-5 112-0 56-0 86-9 69-5 
TOTO ok Nolet a arses ta atotetens 84-4 75°7 93-4 70-4 74-3 116-5 67-6 160-7 61-4 100-6 85-5 
GUT es RRR SA ee Acts Meee 129-0 104-5 123-8 98-7 105-4 150-6 88-2 165-0 74-2 122-1 117-5 
LQTS Rn ik cae ee eae 148-0 119-1 125-7 137-2 109-2 136-5 98-6 182-3 93-3 134-4 131-3 
14 a Se ere a ee eo oe 157-6 129-5 174-1 135-3 104-3 130-9 115-6 157-0 105-9 139-1 138-6 
LO2088. fo ete toa osc ree 150-7 137-4 171-3 164-8 163-7 149-4 150-1 164-7 141-8 167-5 154-4 
LOA Te a eee Rete se etal She atte 88-4 90-6 109-2 94-5 96-8 117-5 97-4 115-0 113-0 109-2 97-6 
NOD o ia ae teeee te ce semeanae 93-8 87-6 104-6 100-2 107-3 102-9 97-3 100-3 103-5 92-8 96-7 
gOS PRL 4. dM Ne dar a 98-6 92-7 104-2 111-3 97-3 109-3 108-7 101-1 108-9 99-7 100-6. 
1D 2. es ts a Be SA 100-0 91-0 101-5 106-7 92-0 106-3 102-3 98-9 104-9 93-6 98-1 
1925 ae 2 eS i aeaa. 109-8 100-2 105-3 108-3 96-5 103-2 101-7 101-8 103-1 109-0 103-5 
Be Pee ereciny ocen IID BA OE $2 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0: 
€ he ‘ 2G 
1926—January.............-. 107-4 102-6 103-3 106-3 98-7 99-9 102-3 101-6 101-4 116-8 103-6 
July Pees oO a ee 98-6 98-8 99-0 98-5 99-5 100-7 99-4 100-4 99-9 97-5 99-5 
192/—January............0s 96-5 96-9 101-0 94-3 97-7 98-8 97-5 97-6 97-9 90-3 96-6 
Jy PRESS ote s ee 97-6 93-9 111-7 94-3 84-2 97-7 93-7 95-3 98-0 89-3 94-1 
1928—Januaty........ 0c. 00. 106-1 98-5 121-0 96-7 80-8 98-1 90-8 96-3 98-6 89-0 96-3 
JUlyie eee fe ca eee 107-1 102-3 124-2 96-8 82-8 98-6 94-4 94-5 96-9 80-8 98-3 
1929—January..............- 105-9 98-8 113-6 96-4 82-5 103-6 96-6 95-9 96-6 80-5 97-2 
JUL YE. cia. toate 107-6 102-8 109-2 92-8 82-0 105-0 96-7 93-4 97-2 81-3 98-0 
1980—January............... 101-0 97-2 105-1 89-4 79-9 101-2 96-2 93-0 97-3 78-7 93-4 
VU Vc ee ee cote aforste Sete 83-1 86-3 100-7 80-0 75°4 94-3 88-9 87-8 96-2 71-7 84-0 
1931—January............... 73°1 80-7 88-7 71:3 73°3 86-9 83-8 84-5 88-3 72 +2 78-2 
ELT U SZ sc bees rs SURE 64-9 74-0 89-4 66:5 62-9 84-3 78-1 78-9 85-7 69-7 72-0 
1932—January...:........... 52-8 64-7 79-3 59-6 67-9 81-8 74-8 75-7 77-7 65-6 67-3 
DULY eae coe ea 47-9 60-9 68-6 51-5 72°3 79°2 69-7 73-0 74-0 64-3 64-5 
1933-—Janwarys.......00.002. 42-6 55-8 68-9 51-9 66-0 78 +2 70-1 71-6 72-9 61-2 61-0 
July? See ae cee 60-1 65-5 86-3 68-0 65-3 80-6 79-5 73-2 74:8 64-0 68-9 
19384—January............... 58-7 64-3 89-5 76-5 73°1 85-5 86:3 74-4 80-8 67-5 72-2 
DULY EOE ois hse. 64-5 70-6 86-3 71-5 73°9 86-8 87-0 75-4 81-6 69-9 74-8 
1935—January............... 77-6 79-9 86-2 70-3 72-9 85-8 84-9 79-3 81-2 70-7 78-8 
July 77:1 82-1 89-3 70-2 74:7 86-4 85-2 78°7 80-4 67-7 79-4 
1936—January 78-2 83-5 97-1 71-7 75-1 86-7 85-7 80-5 81-4 67-8 80-6 
July 81-3 81-4 93-4 70:5 76-2 86-9 86-7 79+4 81-2 71-0 80-5 
1937—January 91-3 87-1 101-7 77°5 76:6 90-9 91-3 87-7 86-5 76-2 85-9 
April 92-2 85-5 106-3 79-5 76-8 96-5 96-7 86-9 89-0 81-1 88-0 
July 89-3 86-2 106-7 78:3 78-1 96-1 96-7 83-9 89-7 79-0 87-9 
October 80-4 85-5 106-7 73°5 78°5 96-4 95-4 81-2 91-0 76-2 85-4 
1938—January 71-6 76-3 96-7 69-7 78-3 96:6 91-8 79-6 88-3 715 +2 80-9 
April 68-4 72-3 92-1 67-2 76-8 96-3 91-2 77°5 87-3 73-4 78-7 
July 69-4 74-3 91-5 66-1 76-8 95-2 89-2 77-7 86-4 72-9 78°8 
October 66-8 73°5 93-4 66-2 75-4 95-3 89-8 V1 85-7 72-6 77°6 
1989—January.............-.. 67-2 71-5 93-1 65-9 72-8 94-4 89-5 76-7 85-4 73-2 76-9 
HMebruary....cn ee 67-2 71-5 91-9 66-1 73-0 94-3 89-6 76-3 85-2 73°5 76-9 
March Sa Tar A ae SERED Se 65-8 70-2 91-8 66-6 73-1 94-3 89-8 76-5 85-2 74-1 76°7 
Apri 6 %.. fee 63-7 68-6 90-9 66-9 73-9 94-0 89-6 76-0 85-4 74-4 76-2 
MES VON TR cs Pe eee 63-7 68-2 91-6 67-5 73°4 93-5 89-5 75°9 85-5 74-2 76-2 
TONG eee. cae ee 62-4 67-6 92-3 67-3 73°0 93-2 89-5 75°7 85-6 73°8 75°6 
UL oe aera igic ome ee 62-6 67-5 92-5 67-6 72-8 93-2 89-7 75-0 85-6 73-4 75°4 
AU SUSt es ae 61-0 67-2 92-7 67-8 72-6 94-2 89-6 74-6 85-6 73-3 75-0 
September............ 68-7 75-1 98-5 71-7 72-8 92-8 90-9 77°3 86-6 76-6 719-1 
October. 6.9.2.8. 8. 67-1 73-3 104-6 75°5 73°9 95-8 92-8 78-1 87-8 77°6 79-4 
November.......'..... 67-3 72-3 104-0 76-4 74-1 96:0 93-0 78-0 88-4 77-0 79-2 
Decembef............- 67-6 71-9 103-7 78-0 72°8 96-0 93-0 78°1 88-5 77°4 79-2 
1940—January............... 69-1 71-7 103-6 77°9 72-7 95-8 93-4 78-1 87-9 HONE 79-4 
Webring... oeccnes 68-7 71-1 102-4 75-4 72-4 95-3 93-2 78-1 88-2 77-3 78°7 
March Pama ic, San ee 67:9 70-2 101-8 74-0 72-2 95-5 93-3 77-0 88-0 76:9 78-4 
3.4) 0) | prec Oe Baha dak 69-4 71-6 101-8 72-9 71-8 94-5 92-5 76-8 88-4 77-7 78-6 
Mayer a ily eae 67-9 71-4 101-3 72-9 71-7 94-5 92-5 76°7 88-5 77-7 78-4 
JUDG ase ste eee 66-2 70-3 99-2 72-6 71-4 94-7 92-4 76-1 88-5 717-3 77-5 
Jy; Meee eee 66-5 70-3 99-0 72-4 71-1 95-1 92-7 77-0 88-5 77-7 77°7 
ATICUISt ee ur put wean, 65-6 70-1 96-9 72-3 71-1 94-9 93-5 76:7 88-5 76-7 77-4 
September............ 66-2 71-5 98-3 72-5 71-0 95-4 95-6 76-8 88-5 76°5 78-0 
Octobere’ .. 1. eee 66-4 71-1 100-4 73-6 71-6 97-3 97-8 76-9 88-6 76-9 78-7 
November, .o0o ee 68-2 72-5 102-3 74°5 71-9 97-6 98-9 77°5 88-6 77-5 79-6 
December............ 69-7 73°5 102-3 74-8 71-7 97-6 99-3 77-7 88-9 77-3 80-0 
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